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Abstract 
Statement of Purpose 
The purpose of this field study was to research the 
literature concerning minimum competency testing and using 
twelfth grade students at Donovan High School , develop a 
student originated minimum competency test .  Further 
consideration was given to potential use in curriculum study 
and minimum competency evaluation . 
The students were instructed in the basics of 
minimum competency tests and testing programs . Care was 
given to not bias their choice or selection processes . 
The completed test was evaluated and considered to 
be a foundation for future studies in minimum competency 
testing and curriculum applications . 
Procedure 
Although this project was designed by local students 
to be used within the Donovan School District, this writer 
believes that the practice of util i z ing students in the 
development of curricular studies and minimum competency 
programs , is appropriate and beneficia l .  A project of this 
type may be applied to programs in other districts that are 
interested in approaching the same problem in a similar 
manne r .  
The study is  divided into five chapters . Chapter 
one indicates the purpose for the project . It states the 
procedures and limitations that will be fol lowed . 
Chapter two presents a review of the available 
literature . This sampling includes information gathered on 
the pro and con aspects of minimum competency testing , and 
legal , federal ,  state , and local involvrnent . 
Chapter three identifies procedures used in the 
actual preparation and participation of the project. It 
discusses the three phases of student involvement that led 
to the completion of the student developed tes t .  
Chapter four includes applications and recommendat­
ions for the test as it applies to use as a minimum competency 
examination , and as an indicator for potential curriculum 
change . 
Chapter five contains the summary , conclusion, and 
recommendations that fol low the participation in this proj ect . 
The appendix contains an example of the student 
developed minimum competency test and is followed by a 
complete bibl iography . 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
This project was initiated for basically two 
reasons . The writer desired to learn more about the minimum 
competency testing movement; including where and why it a l l  
began and the path i t  took to its present status . Secondly , 
the project developed from the writer ' s  conviction that 
many students are capable of developing high level 
educational tools .  What is developed by students for use 
by other students , may be more readily acceptable . It would 
seem that peer involvement may instill more trust in a 
particular system. 
In addition to researching the literature and 
inviting student involvement in the pro j ec t ,  there are 
practical applications to consider . An administrative and 
teaching staff evaluation of the project could identify 
possible areas of concern within the local curriculum . Not 
only could the test be evaluated, it could be administered. 
Although an initial administering of the student developed 
test would be experimental ,  it could lead to a more serious 
testing program. 
1 
2 
Student participation is the key element to this 
project . "More opportunities should be offered to students 
to design independent and alternative learning experiences 
in keeping with their growing need to exercise personal 
responsibility . 11 1 
At the high school level , students are on the verge 
of adul thood , and most have definite ideas about their 
futures. " Students must have an opportunity to systematicaliy 
expres s  their views of programs that are congruant with their 
2 needs and plans . "  
These needs may be considered as part of the basie 
aspects of secondary school curriculum. It is therefore 
necessary for students to become more involved in the 
development of the curriculum if they are to fulfill their 
respons ibilitie s ,  and place themselves in a position so as 
to have a voice in the creation of programs intended to 
solve their basic educational needs . 
The author of this project is the principal of a 
small high school in northern Il linoi s .  The school services 
one hundred and sixty-six students with a faculty of twenty 
full-time teachers . Like many smal l  district s ,  the writer ' s  
school is plagued with deficit spending , declining school 
1 James A .  Beane , "Decision Making in Todays Schools : 
Who is Involved? 11 N . A . S . S . P .  Bulletin, October 1 98 2 ,  p .  4 9 .  
2 Ibid . , p .  4 9 .  
3 
enrollment, low teacher salaries, and a continually shrinking 
curriculum. Despite these problems, this district has an 
intense interest in educat�ng students to the fullest �xtent 
of its aq�lit¥· In a qgnti�u�ng � ffort to keep the 
curriculu� approp�iate to �he needs o f  the students, stu9i�� 
�re made.which identify interest levels and the ''basic$" are 
re�stablished w�thin the fram�work qf tne academic 
requirements. 
It is the purpose o f  this study to gain input from 
graduating seni9rs as to wha� they feel tq be th� mqst 
important minimum yompetenci�? o f  �nowledge that a student 
shQuld know prior tq gfaduation from this high sch9ql. 
While it mqy be fe��ible to simply ask those st�den�s 
to list the areas o f  the curriculum that they feel all 
students should know, such a question would not result in the 
quality o f  interest that a project o f  this nature would. 
The results o f  the student project may be used in 
several dif ferent manners. It could be incorporated into a 
non-binding minimum competency test for graduating seniors, 
or it could be used to identify areas o f  the cqr�iculum that 
are considered to be important to the academic needs o f  the 
stud�nts as they see it. 
The uniqueness o f  this study lies in the belief that 
few published articles exist regarding student originated 
opmpetency te$t$. Most minimum competency tests are created 
4 
by professional test makers or teachers and administrators. 
This seems rather absurd when one considers that unless 
educators are able to identify so closely with the youth o f  
today a s  to know what they are "truly" thinking and believing, 
much of what we feel they could know may not be what they 
are even concerned about, or willing to learn about. 
From this project, the school district may learn 
what students actually feel is the most important minimum 
knowledge that they should acquire prior to leaving the 
secondary school system. This information may be used to 
meet the student's academic needs. 
PROCEDURES 
For the purpose o f  this study a minimum competency 
test is defined as a paper and pencil test which contains 
a sampling of questions from various curricular areas. The 
questions represent areas of knowledge which are considered 
to be the minimum amount of knowledge needed to identify a 
basic understanding o f  the topic. The topics are considered 
to be the basic minimum areas of knowledge needed to be 
learned by a student at a particular grade level for either 
promotion to the next grade level or to exit the system. 
This study includes a review o f  the l iterature which 
was acquired through the ERIC services and researched from 
the computerized printout of literature within the ERIC 
system. 
5 
The literature which was selected to represent the 
topic was subdivided into various categories. The first 
category is the historical aspects of the minimum competency 
movement. The second category which has been termed "current 
views", refers to current l iterature o f  both a positive and 
negative nature. The third category is related to the 
involvment o f  minimum competency testing and its application 
at the federal, state, and local levels. Included, are 
considerations of various legal implications and several 
notations from other state projects. 
The second major section o f  the project includes 
a review of student participation in the project and 
application o f  the findings to both minimum competency 
testing and potential change in local curriculum. 
The project concludes with an appendix containing 
a complete copy of the student developed test, summary with 
recommendations, and a complete bibliography. 
LIMITATIONS 
The procedures for the student group involvement 
will be based on a student developed minimum competency test. 
This writer does not intend to suggest that this test is 
either valid o r  reliable, nor does it stand as an 
appropriate measure of the student learning that takes place 
within the writer's district. It is an experimental, 
information gathering project, the results of which will be 
6 
used where applicable. 
It will be limited by the number of students 
participating, by their limited test making knowledge , their 
individual interests , and the makeup of the student group. 
It is probable that the results are biased, although 
possibly no more so than professionally created tests that 
are based on norms established in areas unlike this writer's 
school or conununity . 
The instrument that wil l  be developed will only 
indicate the interests of this particular group and "it 
should be recognized that any measurement is always based on 
a limited sample , 11 3 although it may be made in a different 
fashion. 
Additional limitations were placed on this writer 
by the l imited amount of information which could be present-
ed to the student group . It was felt that too much formal 
discussion would bias the students . It was desired that 
the students would create an instrument based on their "own '' 
knowledge and interpretations . 
I f  this writer were asked to respond to the question : 
· "if faced with the choice of getting important data about 
the learner through deception or getting less important data 
about the learner through a straight forward manner , which 
3Robert J. Krajauski , "Testing in Non-Traditional 
Curriculum Areas , "  N . A . S . S . P .  Bulletin , November 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  3 8 .  
7 
would be applicable? 11 4 The answer would be that during 
this project, there was never any intention to deceive the 
students working on the project ,  either in terms of the 
purpose of the project or the roles that students were 
playing . 
4 John D .  McNe i l ,  Curriculum: A Complete Introduction 
(Boston : Little , Brown and Company , 1 9 7 7 ) , p. 1 3 3 .  
CHAPTER I I  
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
HISTORICAL 
Over one hundred years ago, the British had 
instituted a " Revised Code , unof ficially called ' payment by 
results . 11 5 Schools received money based upon the student 
attendance as well as passage of competency examinations in 
reading , writing, and arithmetic . 
In 1 8 4 5 , the Boston schools instituted a "common 
secondary education certifying examination , and in 1 8 7 7 , 
New York did the same . 11 6 Although the failure rate was high 
for these examination s ,  public opinion was not affected as 
it is today , because it was felt to be relatively acceptable 
for the status of education at the turn of the century . 
" I n  1 9 0 0 ,  less that ten percent of the students who 
began school completed high school . After World War I ,  not 
having a diploma became an even bigger burden, and by 1 9 5 0 , 
it bacarne a major catastrophe as fifty-two percent of the 
students completed school . This attainment figure peaked 
5Myron C .  Tuman , "Matthew Arnold and Minimal 
Competency Testing , "  Journal of General Education 3 1  
( Summer 1 97 9 ) : 1 2 2 .  
6vito Perrone , " Competency Testing : A Social and 
Historical Perspective , "  Educational Horizons , Fall 1 9 7 9 ,  
p .  3 .  
8 
9 
national ly in 1 9 6 5  at seventy-six percent, and has remained 
t bl . . ,,7 s a e since . 
"Increasingly since 1 95 4 ,  there has been wide spread 
agreement that something is basically wrong with public 
education in the United State s . 11 8 The reason for this is 
that many students cannot read or write , and are deficient 
in "basic skil l s ''i thus contributing to the twent�-five to 
twenty-seven million9 func�ional illiterates in this natioh. 
The begining of the minimum competency testing 
movement in the 1 9 7 0 ' s ,  was primarily due to consistent 
declines in Scholastic Aptitude Test scores� The scores 
were compared on 1 9 6 4  and 1 9 7 3  editions of the Stanford 
Achievement Test ,  and the results indicated that a "typical 
student in the eighth grade in 1 9 7 3 ,  could read about as well 
as a typical student in the middle of the sixth grade ten 
years earlie r . 11 1 0
 
Between the years o f  1 9 7 0  and 1 9 7 4 , the National 
Assessment of Educational Progress ( founded by the Department 
of Health, Education , Welfare ) ,  reported that thirteen 
7 Perrone , p .  3� 
8 Bette Jo Davis and John Harris I I I ,  "Minimum 
Competency and Teacher Preparation, Are Educators Ready ? "  
Education and Urban S0ciety ,  November 1 9 7 9 , p .  9 9 .  
9Ibid. I p; 1 0 0 . 
lO James iI; Strenge , i 'Minimum Competency Testing : 
Pros and Cons , "  Clearing House , January 1 9 8 4 , p .  2 1 7 .  
1 0  
percent o f  the seventeen yea� olds were functionally 
il l iterate , and that their writing skills had declined . " 1 1  
In 1 9 7 2 ,  Oregon instituted a state mandated , state 
formulated, and state administered device to find out which 
children were being adequately trained in schools and which 
schools w�re doing a good job . "The idea spread quickly 
until 19 7 7 ,  when it exploded . " 1 2  
A report circulated by a "blue ribbon committee " 
chaired by Willard Wirtz , called public attention to the 
declining Scholastic Aptitude Test scores . 1 3  Dissenting 
opinions by Ralph Tyler and Benj amin Bloom had no etfect. 
In 1 9 7 7 ,  Admiral Rickover , testified before a Senate 
subcommittee regarding the necessity of the Navy having to 
remediate new recruits to their nuclear program, in the ar�a 
of mathematics . These individuals were all from the top of 
their re spective graduating classe s .  
Admiral Rickover , "proposed the development of 
national scholastic standards . 11 14 These standards consisted 
of minimum competency tests at the following grade levels : 
1 1Katherine Loheyde , "Minimum Proficiency Require­
ments : I s  National Legislation The Answe r ? "  Education and 
Urban Society, November 1 9 7 9 , p .  1 1 9 . 
12Jerrold R. Zaeharias , "The People Should Get What 
They Need , "  National Elementary Principal ,  January 1 9 7 9 ,  
p .  4 8  o 
I I • 
1 3 Ibid . I p .  4 9 .  
1 4  Loheyde , p.  l2Q.  
1 1  
second , fourth , eighth, tenth, and twelfth . 11 15 I n  addition, 
there should be a formal system of tests to show against 
national norms , but also, whether students meet the minimum 
competency requirements . 11 1 6  
For the first time , " parents would b e  able to have 
a means to hold teachers and schools accountable for the 
quality of work.11 1
7 
Rickover ' s  position raised several questions . Arnorig 
thbse are "the criterion of a national scholastic standard 
impinges on the right of state govenrments to control public 
schooling ; and his recommendations did not include mention 
of content; and which areas are to be developed. 11 1 8  
There were other attempts at getting national 
legislation for mandated minimum competency testing . For 
example , "Democratic Congressman Ronald Mottl , from Ohio ,  
proposed to establish a National Commission on Basic Educ-
ation, which would administer national proficiency tests in 
the basics of reading , writing, and mathematics . The initial 
bill proposed in October , 1 9 7 7 , did not pass .  Mottl , later 
15 1 2 0 . Loheyde; p .  
1 6 Ibid . ,  p .  1 2 1 .  
1 7  Ibid . I p .  1 2 1 . 
lSibid . ,  p .  1 2 2 .  
1 2  
tried to add a n  amendment to the 1 9 6 5 , Secondary Education 
Act , but failed . " 1 9  
National competency exams sponsored by the federal 
government received little support at the 1 9 7 8 , National 
Conference on Achievement Testing and Basic Ski ll s . 2 0  
The Education Amendments of 1 9 7 8 ,  granted funds to 
local states to develop minimum competency testing plans . 
This is the source of funding for participating states . 
Local districts in nonparticipating states may apply directly 
t th f d 1 t f f d . 2 1  o e e era governmen or un ing . 
Unlike accountability in general , " competency test-
ing is a more contemporary ' invention ' designed to respond 
to the public demand for accountability. It shifts the 
respons ibility from the learner to the educational delivery 
system, in order to assure that student learners do not 
leave high school as functional i l literates . " 22 
It is interesting to note that "one hundred years 
ago, British school inspectors were informed that student 
papers marked ' fair ' on a scale of excellent , good, fai r ,  
moderate , imperfect, and failure , may pas s . 11 2 3  The word 
1 9  Loheyde , 
20rbid . ,  
2 1 Ibid . , 
2 2  . Davis , 
2 3  Tuman, 
p .  
p .  
p .  
p .  
p .  1 2 2 .  
122 . 
1 2 3 .  
1 0 0 . 
1 2 3 .  
1 3  
"fair " ,  meant that " reading i s  intelligible , though not quite 
good ; dictation, legibl e ,  and rightly ' spel t '  in all common 
words , though the writing may need improvement ,  and less 
common words may be 'misspelt ' ;  and arithmetic , right in 
method , and at least one sum free from error . 11 2 4  
In 1978 , Brickell , listed five possible areas in 
which competencies might be developed. Those areas were : 
" l .  Basic skills 
2 .  School subjects 
3 .  Life areas 
4 .  Basic skills applied in each school subject . 
5 .  Basic skills applied in each life area . 11 25 
Each would require a separate curriculum, and the schools 
would have to demonstrate that the skills measured by the 
proficiency tests were actually taught to each studen t .  
When one compares Brickell and "modern day" concepts 
to those standards of a hundred years ago , not only is the 
position and responsibi l i ty of education dif ferent , so is 
that of the student and society in general .  
Mecklenburger , summarized the rationale for 
competency testing in four points : 
" l .  The State through its schools ,  owes every 
child an education. 
2 4  Tumart ,  p .  123 . 
2 5  Loheyde , p .  1 2 3 .  
1 4  
2 .  Therefore, when a child graduates , he should 
be minimally competent at the least . 
3 .  Therefore, schools should be held accountable 
for seeing to it that every child is minimally 
competent . 
4 .  To assure that this occurs , we should test 
every child . " 26 
Competency testing which was required in only seven 
states a t  the begining of 1 9 7 7 , and available in thirty-six 
states in 1 9 8 1 , 2 7  is now required or being considered in a l l  
but four states . 28 
CURRENT VIEWS 
DEFINITION 
What is minimum competency? In Craig , Alaska , an 
is land conununity , one of the graduation requirements in the 
city schools is to be able to float for two minutes , another 
is to be able to perform mouth to mouth resusitation and 
read a marine chart . 2 9  To be able to perform these tasks in 
this particular cul ture , may be considered to be a legitimate 
minimum competency. It certainly would not be in Dubuque , 
26oavis , p .  10 0 .  
2 7Jeri Goldman , "Political and Legal Issues in Min­
imum Competency Testing , "  Educational Forum, Winter 1 9 8 4 ,  
p .  2 0 7 . 
2 8oorene Ros s ,  "Competency Based Education : Under­
standing A Political Movement , "  Educational Forum, Swnmer 
1 9 8 2 ,  p .  4 8 3 . 
2 9  Goldman , p .  2 0 8 . 
1 5  
Iowa o r  Tulsa, Oklahoma . 
To many , the notion of "aesthetics as ' basics ' and 
the importance of the humanities in being able to motivate 
1 1 II • • • 30 peop e to earn , is a minimum competency . 
" Skills generally listed as basic , may not actually 
be basic .  They may be considered e lementary or useful , but 
not necessarily basic . "3 1 
People feel that there are "agreed upon skills , "  
fundamental to other skills and essential for survival in 
today ' s  world. However , "no such set of skills may exist 
today. 11 32 
At the 1 9 8 1 ,  N�tional Institute on Education 
hearing on minimum compe,tency testing , the fol lowing 
definition was presented : 
"Minimum competency refers to programs 
mandated by a state or local body which 
have the fol lowing characteristics :  
1 .  All or almost all students of desig­
nated grades are required to take paper 
and pencil tests to measure basic academic 
ski l l s ,  life or survival ski l l s , or 
functional literacy . 2 .  A passing score 
or standard for acceptable levels of 
student performance has been set.  3 . 
Test results may be used to certify stud­
ents for grade promotion, graduation , or 
diploma award; to classify students for 
30Maxine Green� , "Literacy for What ? " ,  Phi Delta 
Kappan , January 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  32 6 . 
31 Gerald Bracey , "On the Compe lling Need to Go Beyond 
Minimum Competency . "  Phi Delta Kappan , June 1 9 8 3 , p .  7 1 7 .  
32 b ' d  32 7  I J. . ,  p .  . 
16 
or to place students in , remedial or 
other special services ; to a llocate 
compensatory funds to districts ; or to 
evaluate teachers . " 3 3  
This is the most appropriate definition that this writer 
found identified in the literature . 
Can minimum competency testing work, and in what 
dif inition of the term? There have been many articles 
written "pro and con" regarding minimum competency concepts . 
A review of the literature has indicated a noticeable tilt 
toward a sentiment against minimum competency testing . 
The following sections will take a brief look at the 
consideration for and against minimum competency testing 
programs . 
POSITIVE 
Minimum competency testing has a wide spread popular 
appeal to citizens and politicians who see it as a way of 
holding schools accountable and forcing them "back to the 
basics . 1134 
Teachers and school administrators also generally 
support minimum competency testing because "it operational-
izes previously vague concepts of accountability and because 
3 3  Ernest House and Paul Thurston, "The N . I . E .  
Adversary Hearing on Minimum Competency Testing , "  Phi Delta 
Kappan, October 1 9 8 1 ,  p .  8 7 .  
3 4  Jacob G .  Beard, "Minimum Competency Testing: A 
Proponent ' s  View , "  Education Horizons , Fall 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  9 .  
17 
it motivates low achieving students to study. 1135 
In addition, the minimum competency testing movement 
may be considered as part of the e ffort to integrate 
minorities successfully into the mainstream o f  society. 36 
Admiral Rickover, felt that the local conununities 
should welcome federal development of voluntary model 
standards and tests in reading, writing, and mathematics. 1137 
He suggested the following reconunendations: 
" 1  . 
2. 
3. 
4 . 
5. 
Insure that the primary goal o f  schools is 
the intel lectual development o f  the children. 
Require teachers to be knowledgeable in the 
subject area that they teach and to demonstrate 
the reading, writing, and mathematics skills 
necessary to evaluate student performance and 
serve as appropriate models for them. 
Provide close supervision o f  teachers by 
administrators and principals, who are 
competent and experienced teachers themselves. 
Improve inservice training o f  teachers. 
Free teachers as much as possible from reswon­
sibil ities extraneous to their teaching."3 
The end result o f  implementing these five items would 
doubtlessly be an increase in the credibility and quality 
of any instructional system. 
35 36 . Beard, p. 10. Ibid. , p. 11. 
37Admiral H.G. Rickover (Ret.), " Competency Based 
Education," High School Journal 62 (January 1979): 159. 
38 b'd 160 I 1. ., p. . 
1 8  
"The testing program and necessary accompanying 
remedial instruction program require the implementation 
of instructional systems and individual instruction , thus 
helping low end students . 11 3 9  
During the 1 9 8 0  hearing on minimum competency 
testing , ·the National Institute on Education , indicated that, 
"minimum competency testing can work if : desired competencies 
are conscientiously identified ; the test is criterion 
referenced rather than nationally normed ; the relationship 
should exist between the test and the local curriculum; the 
students are given multiple opportunities to pass the test; 
adequate phase-in-time is  established; passing scores are 
sensibly set and coordinated ; and staff development exists 
so that the list can be used to improve instructional 
oriented programs . 11 4 0  
I t  is  this writer ' s  opinion that the majority o f  
articles written i n  favor of minimum competency testing , 
seem to be in defense of articles written against minimum 
competency testing . 
NEGATIVE 
A number of problems have been suggested when 
considering minimum competency testing . In the area of 
3 9  Beard, p .  1 2 .  
4 0  House, p .  8 8 .  
19 
testing for graduation privileges , five problems are 
especially evident : 
" 1 .  The lack of a defensible means of setting 
a passing score . 
2 .  The measurement error associated with test 
scores. 
3 .  The adverse impact on minority and handicapped 
students . 
4 .  The lack of evidence of minimum competency 
testing being valid for the decisions being 
made . 11 42 
5 .  Confusion of norms with goals.11 4 3  
It may also be said that "tests do not educate, are 
not precise tools that measure a limited set of skil ls , and 
that they contain cultural and linguistic demands . 11 4 4  
The ramifications of a minimum competency test go 
far beyond a desire for a literate populace . For example , 
there i s  "no way to separate teacher competency from student 
competency . 11 4 5  We should realize that most teachers are not 
knowledgeable enough about using testing performance data 
to design viable and need oriented education programs . 
4 2  Nancy Hagerty and Nancy Prescott, "A Curriculum 
For Creatures , "  Clearing House , November 1 9 7 9 , p .  1 3 1 . 
4 3Anne R .  Gere , " Educating Legislatures : Practice 
and Theory , "  English Journal 6 7  ( October 1 9 7 8 ) :  8 8 .  
4 4Judith s. Shoemaker , "The Federal Approach to 
Testing , "  Educational Horizons , Fall 1 97 9 ,  p .  2 0 .  
4 5oavis , p .  1 0 7 . 
2 0  
They have little or no training i n  the selection and admin-
istratidn of various testing instruments , or in correct 
ihterpretation of their results . 11 4 6  
If  Levine i s  correct ,  "the impact o f  minimum compet-
ency testing programs will be exactly the reverse of their 
averred �nteht . h 4 7  Denying individuals a high schodl diploma 
wili "have adverse ec6nomic effect� by seriously r�ducin� 
their opportunities for making a living . 11 4 8  
Those that are concerned that high school graduation 
diplomas have become meahingl�ss because of the prevalence 
of the practice of promoting and graduating students that 
have not achieved significant proficiency in reading, 
writing , or mathematic skills49 have become the major 
proponents of minimum competency testing programs . 
However , "when the students have met the time 
requirements for the diploma , there is an excellent probab-
ility that for the student to have remained in school long 
enough to graduate was most likely something to appreciate 
46oavi s ,  p .  1 0 6 .  
4 7  Bracey , p .  7 2 1 .  
4 8  
. 
Strenge , p .  2 1 8 . 
4 9Jerrold R .  Coombs , "Can Minimum Competency Testing 
Be Justified " ?  High School Journal 62 ( January 197 9 ) : 1 8 0• 
2 1  
in itsel f . "
SO Indicators that the school ''had meaning or 
significanc e ,  something which held him, sqmething whiqh was 
e�panding him, sqmething which was m�eting his needs an� 
probably contributing to his adult future , would se�m to 
indicat� tpat imposing m�nimurn competency tests on th�s 
studept w.ould yielq little . The t�st would not guarante� 
h�s abilit.y tQ ��ad o� write , �nd as giving t.he qiplgma 
provides little rewar� , wit.hholdipg it poses a big hazard." 5
1 
What kind of knowledge and ski l l s  are of such 
importance that. the st.ate has a right tQ app�y coe��iqn 
. d . h 5 2  inor er to get someqp� to acqµi�e t em? 
It has been demonstra�ed that programs using tests 
to certify succe$sful completion of a given level of educ-
ation show that such examinations ''quickly inf luenqe what is 
and what i s  not taught and how stud�nts study�"5
3 
If students are denied a high school diploma on the 
basis of minimum competency testing , these tests would 
quickly become a powerful inf luence on what is taught in the 
5 0  Robert Crosier , "The Prospect o f  Mandating Minimum 
Competencies , "  North Central Association 5 7  ( Summer 1 9 8 2 ) : 3 .  
5 1  h . 5 1  Zac ar1�$, p .  . 
5 2  Loheyde , p .  1 3 3 .  
5 3Ronald A .  Berk, "Pratical Guidlines for Determining 
the Length of Objective-Based , Criterion�Referenced , Tests," 
Educational Technology, November 1 9 8 0 ,  p .  4 0 .  
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American schoo l s ,  leading to a federally controlled 
curriculum. 11 5 4  
In an age of accountability , "the impact of a 
system o f  educational performance standards can be profound , 
and is likely to distroy. the internal operations and 
resource al locations of school districts in the direction of 
the asses sment practices and criteria . 11 5 5  
There are many potential problems regarding minimum 
competency testing as  it applies to a l l  aspects of education. 
The test itself may contain ambigious questions , excessive 
use of multiple choice items and a poor grading system. The 
h . 1 . ff 56 1 . test may ave a curricu um narrowing e ect , may resu t in 
d . d . h. 5 7  h t . . d 1 atic teac ing as a s ortcut o improving stu ent 
performance , and result in the emergence of different 
' c lasse s '  of student diploma s ,  based on the student ' s  
scores . 11 5 8  
I t  may be that schools are simply caught in the 
5 4  Berk, p .  4 1 .  
5 5Henry M .  Levin, "Educational Performance Standards : 
Image or  Substance , "  Journal Educa.tional Measurement 1 5  
(Winter 1 9 7 8 ) : 3 1 9 .  
5 6  Bernard McKenna , "Minimal Competency Testing , "  
Educational Horizons , Fall 1 9 7 9 , p .  1 4 .  
5 7Allan Dittme r ,  "Assault With A Deadly Mandate : The 
Minimal Competency Movement , "  Media and Methods , September 
1 9 7 9 , p .  26 . 
5 8  b ' d  62 I i  . ,  p .  . 
2 3  
middle o f  a national problem, the "development of an 
appropriate balance between the quest for equality and the 
belief in competition based on competence . " 5 9  Failure to 
find the problem or the solution to the pro�lem of social 
issues , "wil l  result in decisions being made for educators 
without input from educators . 11 6 0  
What was basic yesterday, i s  not basic today and 
won ' t  be in ten to f ifteen years from now. What is basic to 
1 . t · 1  b . t th . 6 1  one peep e i s  no necessari y asic o ano e r .  
The geriiealized senti�ent concernin� the "cons " of 
minimum competency testing, can be summed up by a statement 
from Mecklenburger (i97 8 ) ,  when he suggested : "Minimum 
competency i s  like finding a bad penny in circulation; it 
must be taken out of circulation . " 6 2  
INVOLVEMENT 
LEGAL 
In addition to their broad political implications 
5 9  Ros s ,  p .  
6 0  b . d I i . ,  p .  
4 8 7 . 
4 8 6 .  
6 1James R .  Norton , "Back to School and Minimal Comp­
etency Evaluation : How to Spell School With Three R ' s and an 
E , " Contemporary Education , Winter 1 9 7 9 , p .  9 8 .  
62Frank Brown , "Minimum Standards , Cure or Curse For 
Minority Children ? "  Education and Urban Society ,  November 
1 9 7 9 , p .  1 0 9 . 
2 4  
minimum competency testing programs raise a number of 
specific legal questions , including both " procedural and 
substantive due proce$s issues.116 3  
The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 
Constitution , provides that no state shall "deprive any 
person of l i f e ,  liberty, or property , without due process of 
law. The right to juvenile protection has been recognized 
since the 1 9 6 7 , ( In re Gaul t ,  3 8 7 , US . I )  United States 
Supreme Court decision , where the court upheld a student ' s  
right to sue local school board members for denial of 
. . 1 . h " 64 const1tut1ona rig ts . 
Both property and liberty rights are implicated65 
when minimum competency testing programs go not provide 
ample opportunity for remediation or as in any sanction 
resulting from minimum competency testing , such as denial of 
a diploma . Minimum competency tests also create concern 
for equal protection issues , especially in the area of use 
of languages other than Engl ish. 6 6  The Civil Rights Act of 
1 9 6 4 , prohibits practices which affect discrimination on the 
6 3  Goldman , p .  2 1 5 .  
6 4Ibid . , p .  2 1 4 .  
6 5 Ibid . , p .  2 1 4 .  
66 1bid . , p .  2 1 4 .  
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basis of race , color, religious affiliation, sex , or 
national origin . Mpny of the legal challanges aga�nst 
minimum co�petency testing , have come about because of 
67 "racial discr�ml:nat�o:ri, invali:d -t:�sting , and due proce�s . "  
Although the op�ipns to challange ar� ex9ellent , they ar� 
narrqw . 
In gu��a�teeing q �µsiq amo��� of sk�ll , the 
distri9t IBay be vulnerable �o other types qf law sui�s �rpm 
�ndiv�duals who fail competency tests . These include suits 
b,y people "of prot�cted clas$es under Tit�e V�I , <;>f the Civil 
Rights Act of 1 9 6 4 , and thope brought by graduates who 
charge malpractice by the schools whiqh have nqt pr�vided 
th�m wi�h the leve� of mast�ry gua��:riteed by s�ptute or 
constitution. 11 6 8  
One con��rn of the courts and some legis latuFes , has 
been that a "person who fails an examination, whether 
applying for a job or trying to secure a diploma , be given 
another chance . 1169 
There has been an indication of "possible discrep-
ancy between the performance of blacks and whites to one of 
6 7  Brown , p .  1 0 8 .  
6 8 Patrick Lynch , "Public Policy and Competency 
Testing," Education and Urban Society ,  November 1 9 7 9 , p .  6 5. 
6 9rbid . ,  p .  6 6 .  
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' cultural bias ' in minimum competency testing. 11 7 0  
Opponents to this theory feel that there has been no distinct-
ion indicated and no proof of racial motivation exists . 
In the area of "due process , "  it has been argued 
that minimum competency testing constitutes a denial of due 
process Qecause it holds a pupil "accountable for a 
particular level of academic performance on a year ' s  notice 
7 1  or less . "  Opponents to this concern, feel that the tests 
reflect skills which the schools have actually attempted to 
teach the children for thirteen years , so it should be no 
surprise to them. 
"The New York City School Board, was held in contempt 
of court for failing to give a ' suitable education ' to a 
former student who claimed he is too i lliterate to complete 
. b l '  . " 7 2  h k 1 d a JO app ication. T e New Yor State Supreme Court ru e 
that the Board must place the twenty-one year old student in 
a remedial program or pay for his remedial education. 
To avoid problems , local minimum competency tests 
7 0  Jon Getz and Gene Class , "Lawyers and Courts as 
Architects of Minimal Competency Testing , "  High School 
Journal 6 2  (January 1 9 7 9 ) : 1 5 9 . 
7 1  b ' d  1 6 0  I 1 . , p .  . 
7 2  Mary F .  Barry , " Student Competency Testing , "  High 
School Journal 62 (January 1 9 7 9 ) : 1 6 6 .  
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should include : 
FEDERAL 
" 1 .  Initiation : present minimum competency testing 
as a voluntary step, not as a measure of 
teachers or students . Include local culturai 
information. 
2 .  Use : diagnostic and remedial oniy for ing�vid­
ual and instructional practices . No early exit 
use and no form of graduation or placement 
denial . 
3 .  Mqnitorr curriqulµm ang in$t�uct�onal validity, 
4 .  Remediation: offered by the schoo l ,  v9luntary 
or student�parent request .  
5 . Self-evaluation : evaluate minimum competency 
tests and testing practices peri9dically · and 
publicize the findings . "7 3  
The Federal Government ' s  role in minimum competency 
testing i s  one of " support and assi stance , 117 4  to state and 
local education agenc ies in their attempt to increase 
educational achievement . While the federal role has not 
been to take an active stance regarding the minimum compet-
ency tesing issue , i t remains " s upportive to local 
ed�cational agencies without being coe�cive in nature . 11 7 5  
Federal support for state and local testing program$ 
is derived, in part , fr9m the Elementary and Secondary 
7 3Goldman, p .  2 1 5 .  
7 4shoemake r ,  p .  2 5 .  
7 S Ibi d .  , p .  2 4 • 
2 8  
Education Act Amendments , passed in 1 9 7 9 . This act contains 
a section on Education Proficiency Standards . The section 
has two provisions : " l .  Grants to employment of educational 
f • • t d d 2 h • t • • • II 7 6  pro iciency s an ar s .  • Ac ievement es�ing assistance . 
The section also contains a caveat which states : " Nothing in 
this section shall authorize the secretary to develop 
specific  tests or test questions . 11 7 7  
In 1 9 7 7 , a bill was actually introduced into Congress ,  
although not passed, to "prohibit state aid to states which 
did not have a minimum competency test law. 117 8  
The proper role for the federal government , in the 
area of minimum competency testing, is a very limited one . 
"States and local school districts have the responsibility 
to provide education; the federal role i� therefore only to 
focus attention on problems of inequity which may arise . 11 7 9  
STATE AND LOCAL 
Minimum competency tests are typically administered 
from the state leve l ,  wh�reas curriculum areas come from 
local leve l s .  Some freedom of districts having the ability 
7 6  Shoemaker, p. 2 5 .  
7 7  b ' d  2 4  I l. . ,  p .  . 
7 8  Goldman , p .  2 1 5 .  
7 9  Loheyde , p .  1 3 3 .  
2 9  
to determine what i s  taught in the school must be 
relinquished to the state level when state-wide testing i s  
established. However, local control i s  in reality " a  myth, 
because the curriculum for most schools is mostly determined 
by state and national policie s .  The idea o f  each school 
district.separately determining a largely unique curriculum 
simply is not consistent with current practice . 11 8 0  
On the local level, school administrators and especially 
counselors , may be asked to implement the minimum competency 
testing programs designated for their districts . They should 
be able to do the following : 
" l .  Overall coordination of local minimum competency 
testing program. 
2 .  Participation in test development or selection. 
3 .  Participation in test administration. 
4 .  Report test results . 
5 .  Monitor student progress . 
6 .  Parent consultation regarding remediation of 
deficiencie s .  
7 .  Provide counseling for students who fail . 
8 .  Advocating for students who require exceptions 
to standard testing procedures . 11 8 1  
8 0Beard, p .  1 3 .  
8 1oonald R .  Atkinson, " State Mandated Minimum Compet­
ency Testing Programs : Implications for School Counselors , "  
School Counselor, September 1 9 8 1 ,  p .  2 2 .  
3 0  
" 9 .  Be aware of federal funding requirements and 
restrictions . 11 8 2  
OTHER STATES 
In California, the Hart Act, involved two waves of 
minimum competency legislation . " In 1 9 7 2 ,  it al lowed 
sixteen �nd seventeen year olds to take the California High 
School Proficiency Examination, or attend a regional occup­
ational center in order to graduate . 11 8 3  Those who passed the 
C . H . S . P . E . ,  were given proficiency certificates rather than 
diploma s .  In 1 9 7 5 ,  legis lation made the State Board provide 
each school district with the framework for assessing pupil 
proficiency in reading , writing , and mathematics . 8 4  
Oregon ' s  minimum competency testing law was designed 
to allow early or delayed graduation. Providing flexibility, 
it was a way to overcome the ridgedness of the Carnegie 
Credit . "As a condition of flexibility , the state required 
school districts to identify their own competencies.1185 
8 2Lloyd Dickens , .David Nelson and Reuben Thompson , 
"What Can Principals Do To Improve Competency Proficiency 
Testing , "  N . A . S . S . P .  Bulletin , May 1 9 8 2 , p .  1 9 .  
8 3Anne Dodd , "A  New Design For Public Education , "  
· Phi Delta Kappan , June 1 9 8 4 ,  p .  6 8 5 .  
8 4 Ibid . ,  p .  6 8 7 .  
8 5Patrick Lynch, "Public Policy and Competency Test­
ing , "  Education and Urban Society, November 1 9 7 9 , p .  6 5 - 8 0 . 
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The New York , State Board o f  Education , (referred 
to as the Regents ) passed a regulation that all June, 1 9 7 9 , 
graduates must pass a competency test in order to graduate 
from high schoo l .  Those who fail w i l l  not get a diploma, 
nor a certificate . Mentally retarded students may get a 
"certi f icate of attendance . 11 8 6  Being i s sued a certifi�ate 
of attendance in New York , leaves one with the stigma of 
being " retarded" for li fe . 
The Commis sioner of Education of New Jersey, in 
1 9 7 5 ,  who finds a district has failed to show sufficient 
progress in reaching pertinent goals and standards ,  must 
direct local school boards to submit plans of remedial 
action. The state statute which directs competency testing, 
is designed to correct inequities in " financing . 11 8 7  
In 1 9 7 7 , North Carol ina , passed a minimum competency 
test for high school graduation . Remediation funding to 
the local district was determined mainly on the basis of the 
number o f  test failures within each distric t ,  and was 
contingent upon the local agency acceptance of state 
· d1 ·  f d '  t ·  8 8  h · d1 ·  gui ines or reme ia ion . T ose gui ines were : 
8 6 Brown , F . , p .  1 1 8 .  
8 7  Lync h ,  p .  8 0 .  
8 8James Davies ,  Barbara Parramore and Robert Serow , 
Performance Gains in Competency Test Programs , "  Education 
Evaluation and Policy Analys i s ,  Winter 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  5 3 5 .  
3 2  
" 1 . Des ignation of a remedial coordinator for 
each school and each L . E . A .  
2 .  Identification of high risk students . 
3 .  Development of an individual instruction plan 
for each high risk and failing student. 
4 .  Designation of an individual responsible for the 
implementation of each plan . 11 8 9  
Possibly, the most noted state mandated minimum 
competency testing program in the United States , is the 
Florida program . In the early 1 9 7 0 ' s ,  the state of Florida, 
implemented a competency program for public schools .  In 
1 9 7 6 , the Florida legislature passed the Education Account-
ability Act , which changed and expanded the competency 
program . It also required passage of the statewide student 
assessment test as a requirement for receiving the high 
school diploma . 11 90  
In 1 9 7 7 , " F lorida students in four grades were 
given minimum competency tests . The results would be used 
to pass the student to the next grade level or graduate 
from high schoo l .  Among .the e leventh graders "thirty-seven 
percent failed . Among the black students ,  seventy-five 
percent failed . 11 9 1  This was the beginning of the controversy 
8 9oavies , p .  5 3 6 .  
9 0H . B .  Pinkney , "Florida ' s  Minimum Competency Program: 
Two Years Later and the Judge ' s  Decision , "  Clearing House , 
March 1 9 8 0 , p .  3 1 8 .  
9 1 11 f . . C . Fl . d '' Impact o Minimum ompetency Testing In ori a ,  
Today' s Education , September-October 1 9 7 8 ,  p .  3 0 .  
3 3  
surrounding the Florida minimum competency testing program . 
The tests that were given to the eleventh grade 
Florida students ,  were the Functional Literacy Test and the 
eleventh grade Basic Ski l l s  Test .  Because of the poor score s ,  
a number o f  problems developed . It was found that the 
seventy percent grade cutoff had been derived at subject­
ively . Many felt that the juniors should not be punished by 
a new test for what they were taught during the preceding 
three years . 11 92  
The Florida and the California minimum competency 
tests were developed to protect students , employers , and 
society, against " faulty credentials . 11 9 3  
The testing problems went to court in 1 9 7 9 , in the 
Debra P . V .  Turl ington cas e ,  where Federal District Judge 
George Carr , upheld the competency tes t ,  but delayed its use 
as a requirement for the diploma , until the 1 9 8 2- 1 9 8 3  
school year . 11 9 4  
Proponents of the Florida minimum competency test 
say that it has not narrowed the program of education; has 
not resulted in massive exiting of students ; has not demoral­
ized students ;  has not resulted in abusive use of test 
9 2  Impact ,  p .  3 1 .  
9 3  Lync h ,  p .  8 0 .  
9 4Pinkney , p .  3 2 2 . 
3 4  
results ; has not been culturally biased . 11 95  The same 
proponents relate that in fact , the Florida test has : 
" l . Helped teachers and students reinforce 
their concern for the cognitive development 
of students as the highest priority. 
2 .  Evidence shows students are working harder 
to learn . 
3 .  School districts reorganized and reinforced 
the use of human resources based upon the 
needs of the students as identified through 
test results . 11 9 6  
Within the state of I llinoi s ,  this writer would like 
to comment on two program s :  the North Boone School Distric t ,  
in Popular Grove , and the Peoria ,  Unit 1 5 0 , school district. 
North Boone , spent two years creating a minimum 
competency test for grade level passage. The minimum 
competency test i s  regiven once with remediation between 
testing date s .  Minimum competencies are posted in each 
classroom as the requirements for passage of that particular 
class , a lthough the test only evaluates reading , writing, 
and mathematics . 9 7  The North Boone , levels of proficiency are : 
11 1 .  Graduation : 9th grade proficiency. 
2 .  Enter 9th grade : 6 . 0  grade proficiency . 
95Pinkney , p .  32 1 .  
9 6 Ibid . , p .  3 2 2 . 
9 7Jerome w .  Cook , "Minimum Competency Testing: North 
Boone Style , "  N . A . S . S . P .  Bulletin, May 1 9 8 2 ,  p .  4 5 .  
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3 .  Enter 7th grade : 4 . 0  grade proficiency . 
4 .  Enter 5th grade : 3 . 0  grade proficiency. 
5 .  Enter 3rd grade : 1 . 5  grade proficiency. 
The only criticism to date , has been that the entry levels 
are too low. II 9 8  
The Peoria school district, has established a 
minimum competency testing program, which has met with quite 
a lot of "bad pres s , "  howeve r ,  it has been defended from 
within and from the outside , as a very strong program. 
Three examinations are given in the areas of reading, 
mathematics , and language arts . These examinations are 
partially used for promotion and graduation , and are given 
at grades three , eight, and twelve . All students must pass 
a l l  three of the tests in order to graduate from high school . 
Students that fail to pass all three exams , may elect to 
receive a "certificate of completion , "  and go through the 
regular graduation procedures .  Students may elect remediat­
ion to pass the minimum competency test they failed , and may 
continue to receive this remediation until age twenty-one. 
"The test is a paper and pencil examination, with 
average test time for seventh and eleventh graders being 
ninety minutes .  There is no time limit for completing the 
test .  Each testing objective i s  documented with a teaching 
9 8  Cook , p .  4 8 .  
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objective in  the curriculum. Program evaluation and 
student remediation are major elements of the program. 11 9 9  
Prior to establishing the minimum competency test, 
twelve hundred members of the corrununity were sampled to 
create the goals of the program. Testing objectives were 
written by fifteen member subject area teams . 1 0 0  
The writer has identified severai programs that are 
in the field of minimum competency testing. These program$ 
are not the only ones in existance , or necessarily the best 
ones available , they s imply represent several of the 
dif ferent types of programs which have been implemented. 
99chester Dugger ,  "An Overview of Minimal Competency 
Testing Program In Peoria , District 1 5 0 , "  Illinois School 
Research 1 7  (Fall 1 9 8 0 ) : 2 8 .  
lOO b ' d  2 1  I i  . ,  p .  . 
CHAPTER III 
THE PROJECT 
PREPARATION 
This study includes a student developed minimum 
competency examination which has been designed by a group 
of twelfth grade students , with the aid of this writer . 
In constructing a minimum competency tes t ,  there are 
several considerations which must be determined . For 
example , should the test standards be set for the "cognitive 
domain , a ffective domain , or psychomotor domain , or a comb­
ination " ? lOl There should be an adequate number of questions 
in each of the skill areas and those questions should assess 
the skill outcomes in the manner in which they were taught 
in the classroorn . 1 0 2  
The proficiency level could be set anywhere between 
f i fty percent and one-hundred percent mastery. In making 
the decision , one must look closely at the nature of the 
students ,  staff , and community . "While a grade requirement 
of ninety percent , may serve as a motivational factor for 
some , it would be a source of frustration for others . " 1 0 3  
1 0 1  d d . k '  E war Iwanic 1 ,  
Resolving the Controversy , " 
November 1 9 7 9 , p .  5 6 .  
"Performance Standards Towards 
Education and Urban Society, 
l02 Ibid . , p .  6 4 .  l03 Ibid . ,  p .  6 3 .  
3 7  
3 8  
The impact o f  test anxiety on test performance , may 
be affected by knowledge of the arrangement . " Such 
information may augument test anxiety , especially under 
certain item arrangements . For example , a highly anxious 
test taker with items arranged easy to hard may find know-
ledge of the fact that items increase in difficulty, 
anxiety producing . The results would be debilitating to 
test performance . 11 1 0 4  
There are several different kinds o f  sex bias 
problems to consider in test content : 
" 1 .  Quantity bia s :  number of males and females 
referred to in the question s .  
2 .  Stereotype bias : kinds of roles males and 
females are portrayed in.  
3 .  Status bias : the status given to either males 
or females . 
Sex bias in test content may lead to sex differences in 
1 0 5  test performances . "  
A state or district that calls in commercial experts 
to set up sample items , a framework, or an exemplary tes t ,  
may b e  buying what has been in the drawer o f  the firm for 
many years . The test constructors are s imply redoing versions 
of one test over and over. "Scratch a standardized 
1 0 4  Barbara Falke , " Item Arrangement and Knowledge of 
Arrangement on Test Scores , "  Journal Experimental Education 
4 9  (Fall 1 9 8 0 )  : 5 6 .  
l O SThomas Donlon, Ruth Ekstrom, and Marlaine Lockheed, 
" Sex Dif ferences and Sex Bias in Test Content , "  Education 
Horizons , Fall 1 9 7 9 , p .  4 7 .  
3 9  
achievement test and you have a scholastic aptitude test;  
scratch one more layer and you have the famous Stanford 
Binet , one criterion measure that has dominated the field 
since World War I . 11 1 0 6  
Of the state mandated minimum competency test 
programs , less than one-hal f  use tests developed or selected 
by the state s ;  the remaining use tests developed locally or 
1 0 7  part local and part state . "  
There are other advantages and disadvantages to 
commercially prepared tests . Some of the advantages are : 
" 1 .  Time 
2 .  Technical advantages 
3 .  Scoring availability 
4 .  Legal action via staff legal services 
5 f f  . .. 1 0 8  . Sta expertise 
Some of the disadvantages are : 
" 1 .  Content coverage 
2 .  Technical considerations : are your students 
the same as the original sample? 
3 .  High cost of scoring 
1 0 6  Lync h ,  p .  8 0 .  
1 0 7  k "  2 7  At inson, p .  . 
1 0 8 Karen Fox, Paul Williams , and Lynn Winters , 
"Graduation Competency Testing in the Social Studies , "  
Social Education , May 1 9 7 9 ,  p .  3 6 7 . 
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4 .  Legal action : homemades defend better 
' l  b ' l '  d . 1 11 1 0 9  5 .  Avai a i ity an equiva ence 
" I t  i s  far easier to mandate minimum competency 
testing, than it is to develop good tests and testing 
1 1 0  programs . "  Test makers should be able to undertake " self-
1 • II 1 1 1  d • th • eva uation uring e test construction process .  The 
fol lowing guidelines should facilitate the construction of 
criterion referenced tests at the clas sroom , schoo l ,  and 
state levels : 
" l .  Type of decision : in general the larger the 
number of quality items the greater confidence 
one can place in evaluation decisions . 
2 .  Tentative decisions : minimum number of items 
that should be used in decision making is five . 
3 .  Permanent decision s :  minimum number of ten items 
per behavioral objective . 
4 .  Importance o f  objectives : some are more import­
ant that others . 
5 .  Number of objectives 
6 .  Random sampling 
7 .  Stratified al location 
8 .  Item writing time 
9 .  Administrative time 
1 0 .  Student characteristics 11 1 1 2  
1 0 9F ox , p .  3 6 9 . llO ibid . 
1 1 1 charles Smith , "A Sel f-Evaluation of Teacher Made 
Tests , "  College Student Journal : Monograph 1 4  (Winter 1 9 8 0 )  : 1 2 .  
1 1 2Ronald A .  Berk , "Practical Guidlines for Determin­
ing the Length of Objective Based , Criterion-Referenced Test , "  
Educational Technology, November 1 9 8 0 , p .  3 6 .  
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PARTIC IPATION 
This project was completed by a group of eight female 
arid two mal e ,  twelfth grade students . The students repres� 
erit the top third of a class of thirty�dne seniors . It i s  
acknowledged that this represents a very small sample , and 
potential iy a biased group . However, a total of twenty�one 
students representing both the top and the bottom leve l s  
of the senior class were offered the opportunity to partic­
ipate in this projec t .  Only the top third o f  the class 
responded in a favorable manner . Lack of participation of 
the lower level students seems to echo the basic problems 
of education today. Students that did not participate , 
indieated that they did not have the time , interest ,  or 
ability to put forth such an effort (especially when they 
did not have to ) .  Each student was made aware that partic­
ipation was optional and ndnparticipatioh would bring no 
penal i ty .  Faculty members were made aware of tfie project 
and instructed to be patient as the senior group went about 
its task . Students were not told that they could not use 
the teaching staff as a resource for eith�r their questions 
or major curricular area selections . It was assumed that 
individual students may make contact with teachers of each 
major curricular division . 
A basic flow chart for the procedures involved in 
the project is identified in the following diagram. 
Steps 
1 .  
2 .  
3 .  
4 .  
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  
8 .  
TABLE 1 
PROJECT SEQUENCE 
Action Taken 
Review of the 
Literature 
ERIC Search 
Selection of 
Student Group 
Group ( s tudent) 
Indoctrination 
Target 
Writer 
Students 
1 0  
Seniors 
Student 
Group 
Handout Phase I Group 
Worksheet (Discus s )  
Handout Phase I I  Group 
Worksheet (Discus s )  
Handout Phase I I I  Group 
Worksheet (Discus s )  
Assemble and 
Evaluate Test 
Use of Project 
Results 
Writer 
Reader 
Writer 
Students 
Writer 
Writer 
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Results Desired 
Increase writer ' s  and 
student ' s  knowledge about 
minimum competency tests . 
Obtain group of interested 
12th grade students to 
participate in the project. 
Present information from 
the l iterature review , to 
the student group . 
Each individual student 
selects and rates major 
curricular areas for min­
imum competency test .  
Student "group" finalizes 
ranking of major curricular 
area s .  This is group work . 
Individual students ident­
ify sub-curricular areas . 
Each student writes set 
of questions for each of 
the sub-curricular areas . 
Assemble all questions 
and obtain a complete test . 
Identify areas for potent­
ial curriculum study . 
Increase writer ' s  and 
student ' s  knowledge about 
minimum competency tests .  
Curriculum evaluation 
Minimum Competency Test 
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FIRST PHASE 
At the first meeting of the student group, the 
discussion was centered on basic concepts of minimum compet-
ency testing as was described in the literature . A Phase I 
Worksheet was given to the students (Appendix A) , for them 
to complete and �eturn prior to the next meeting . The hand-
out requested that the student indicate subject areas which 
they felt should be required knowledge for all graduating 
senior s .  They were to rank the information in order o f  imp-
ortance .  The student was then asked to identify the reason 
why he or she selected these particular areas and to write a 
brief opinion of minimum competen�y testi�� · 
The comm�ttee re�pqpded to the first phase of the 
project in the fol lowing manner .  
TABLE 2 
PHASE 1 9YRRICULUM RANKING 
RESULTS AND SELECTION FREQUENCY 
Ranking ; 
Curriculum 
Areas : 
1 .  
2 .  
3 .  
4 .  
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  
8 .  
9 .  
1 0 .  
1 1 . 
1 2 .  
1 3 .  
1 4 .  
Mathematics 
English 
Government 
Economics 
History 
Business 
Home Economics 
Science 
Driver Education 
Typing 
Industrial Arts 
Computers 
Geography 
Health 
Number of 
Students 
Respon�ing: 
10 
1 0  
1 0  
1 0  
8 
6 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
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The "number of students responding " i s  in reference to the 
number o f  students from the group of ten, that selected that 
particular curricular area. Mathematics , English, and 
Government-Economics ,  were all selected by each of the group 
members . There were no limitations to the number of areas 
that a student could select and no particular areas were 
either suggested or recommended .  The students responded to 
this initial phase individually and not as a working group . 
This was an attempt at getting individual responses , not a 
group consensus , which would come later . 
It may be interesting to note that of the responses 
returned by the students , the number of curricular areas 
identified as to f requency of respons e ,  averaged 6 � 3  for 
the female students , and 1 0 . 0  for the male students . No 
female student selected more than seven dif ferent areas . 
In the second part of the questionnaire , all ten 
students indicated that they based their order of preference 
on what they felt were " l i f e  skills . "  No response was 
indicated as a needed preparation for college. The students 
clearly acknowledged that they were selecting "basics " for 
survival in what the students often referred to as the 
"outside world . "  
Responding to the third section of the questionnaire 
a l l  ten students felt minimum competency testing " should be 
required as a means for determining graduation from high 
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school . "  Several went s0 far as to mention that min�mum 
competency testing should be national and that suqh 
implementation wquld end the school ' s  practic� of plqcing 
individuals on the streets who would soon become "burdens 
of society . "  
Several students felt that minimum �ompetency testing 
would end the practice of "cheating , "  and of athletes 
"getting by , "  which i s  a problem as th�y S§e it . 
SECOND PHASE 
The second phase of the project was to meet with the 
students and discuss the findings of the first qu�stionnai�e . 
fne next assignment was f o� the group to rank curricular 
areas alre�dy identified , (Appendix B ) . The group could add 
areas not previously identified in phase one , or it could 
delete items it felt no longer represented its opinions . 
The students would then break each major curricular area 
down into sub-curricular areas . The sub-curricular areas 
were to be chosen individually and not as a group . At this 
point , the student was committed to the final groµp s�leqt�d, 
main curriqular are� s ;  but , could define those areas �s he 
or she felt bes t ,  in the sub-curricular listings . 
Table 2 ,  indicates the final group selection of the 
rna�n curricular areas . It may be interesting to note the 
difference between table two and table one . 
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The final list of major curricular areas from which 
the test would be developed and listed in order of importance, 
is as follows : 
TABLE 3 
PHASE 2 FINAL CURRICULAR AREA SELECTION 
Ranking : Curricular Area : 
1 .  English 
2 � Math 
3 .  Government-Economics 
4 .  Business 
5 .  History 
6 .  Science 
7 . Geography 
Table 2 ,  indicates that as a result o f  the group 
effort , the final number of curricular areas to be included 
in the test was cut in hal f .  It may also be evident that 
the more " basic" areas ha've emerged , and that science is 
rated in what may be an unusually low order of importance . 
Why twel fth grade students , all college bound, and all four 
year science students , would rate science sixth out of seven , 
may require further consideration. This could be a good 
investigative point for the begining of a curriculum study 
in the area of the present high school science program . 
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The final list o f  sub-curricular areas f rom which 
the test will be developed i s  as fol lows : 
English 
Math 
1 .  Reading 
2 .  Vocabulary 
3 .  Grammer 
4 .  Writing 
5 .  Spelling 
6 .  Literature 
1 .  Addition 
2 .  Subtraction 
3 .  Multiplication 
4 .  Division 
5 .  Fractions 
6 ;  Percentages 
7 .  Metrics 
8 .  Decimals 
9 .  Story Problems 
Government�Economics 
Business 
History 
1 .  Inflation 
2 .  Elections 
3 .  U . S .  Constitution 
4 .  Laws 
5 .  Supply and Demand 
6 .  Workings of Government 
7 .  Voting 
8 .  Citi z en ' s  Rights 
1 .  Accounting 
2 .  Typing -
3 .  Checking Accounts 
4 .  Taxes 
5 .  Giving Change 
6 .  Budgeting 
7 .  Credit and Loans 
8 .  Employment Applications 
1 .  Warfare 
Science 
Geography 
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2 .  Development of the Country 
3 .  Governmental Leaders 
4 .  State Landmarks 
5 .  Founding of America 
6 .  Major Events 
7 .  Relations with the Soviet Union 
1 .  Health 
2 .  Weather 
3 .  Environment 
4 .  Basic Chemistry 
5 .  Human Anatomy 
1 .  Map Reading 
2 .  Study of Continents 
3 .  States 
4 .  Geographical Areas 
5 .  Location of Foreign Countries 
After selecting the sub-curricular area s ,  the group 
discussed the aspects of the type of questions that were to 
be created or selected for the tes t .  Included in the 
discussion was concern over the type of questions that could 
be used. There were no rules given as to restrictions on 
the number of true and fal se , multiple choice , fill in the 
blank , or matching , questions that the student could use . 
Consideration regarding the placement of the test 
. questions , the length of the tes t ,  and sex bias , was given, 
but no restrictions were made as to these items . 
No discussion of possible sources of questions took plac e .  
Students were not encouraged nor prohibited from making 
contact with the teaching staff for examples of questions . 
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THIRD PHASE 
The test contains 1 9 9  questions from seven selected 
curricular areas . The chart below indicates the number of 
questions per area, and the type of question representing 
that particular section. 
TABLE 4 
PHASE 3 QUESTION TYPE AND COUNT 
Curriculum Number of Multiple True Short Match-
Area : Questions : Choic e :  False : Ans : ing : Essay : Math : 
English 22 18 2 0 0 2 0 
Math 3 7  0 0 0 0 0 37 
Economics-
Government 35 1 1  1 4  1 0  0 0 0 
Business 3 1  1 3  1 7  1 0 0 0 
History 2 9  1 8  0 1 1  0 0 0 
Science 2 0  5 1 0  0 5 0 0 
Geography 1 5  1 2  0 1 3  0 0 0 
Totals 1 99 7 7  4 1  3 5  5 2 37 
This writer did not add or subtract from. any of the 
student questions on the tes t ,  nor were any questions altered . 
The student was instructed to create the question and provide 
the correct answer (Appendix C ) . The students were not ask-
ed to provide alternate answers . Approximately sixty 
percent of the questions were returned with alternate answer 
choices ( example : H 1 4 4 ) :  they were not included on the test 
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sheet , since they were not complete . 
E stimated time for a student completing this test i s  
less than three hours ; however , it is recommended that no 
time limit be imposed. The problem of "speedines s ,  rests 
essentially with students who might not pass the test s imply 
b .,. d ' d  h f f '  · · 11 1 1 3  ecause t11ey i not ave su icient time . 
For the purpose of identification, each test question 
listed in the paper i s  identified by a code n�rnber . For 
example , H 1 4 4 /mc/Neil Armstrong , indicates that the question 
is test question 1 4 4 ,  found in the history section, it i s  
a multiple choice question, and the answer is Neil Armstrong . 
When the test i s  administered to students , these code 
instructions will not be placed on the tes t .  
1 1 3Mark Appelbaum, " Competency Testing.-Some Technical 
Considerations , "  High School Journal ( January 197 9 ) : 9 2 .  
CHAPTER IV 
APPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
MINIMUM COMPETENCY TEST 
Predictably, building administrators have the 
highest degree of involvement in high school administrative 
decisions . "Central office staf f ,  Board of Education , and 
teachers , appear to be involved to some degree, while stud­
ents and citizens are rarely involved . " 1 1 4  It would only 
seem correct that if "testing helps s tudents learn to 
1 h . 1 . .. 1 1 5  . . . . h . eva uate t eir own earning , participating in t e creation 
process should even be of greater benefit to their academic 
awarene s s . 
Opportunity for educational experiences are not 
uniform for all students .  "A district wide minimal compet-
ency testing program imposes a uniform standard for all 
students . 11 1 1 6  
The test that the seniors at Donovan High School made 
. is not meant to stand alone as a ''perfect" testing instrument.  
1 1 4James Beane and Mary Tubbs , "Decision Making in 
Today ' s  Schools , "  N . A . S . S . P .  Bulletin , October 19 6 2 , p .  4 9 .  
1 1 5 Robert Krajausk i ,  "Testing in Nontraditional Curr­
icular Areas , "  N . A . S . S . P .  Bulletin, November 1 9 8 2 , p .  3 3 .  
1 16 Robert Linn, George Madaus ,  Joseph Pedu l l a ,  "Min­
imum Competency Testing : Cautions on the State of the Art , "  
Ame rican Journal Education (November 1 9 8 2 ) : 3 5 .  
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I t  i s  an information gathering process that has the poss­
ibilities of representing what students may feel are the 
most important curricular areas to be considered . 
The test which was created by a group of graduating 
senior s ,  represented a consciencious effort at completing 
an ass igned task . Several problems became evident while 
reviewing the tes t .  Sex bias was found in a couple of 
questions , especially E-1 7 through E-22 (Appendix D ) . The 
article on Anorexia Nervosa was clearly sex biased . The 
choice of this particular question may have been the result 
of the eighty percent female inf luence on the group . Even 
with the sex bias , the type of article demonstrates that 
the students not only wanted to test reading comprehension , 
but also intended to educate the test taker in the problems 
associated with Anorexia Nervosa . Their intention was 
certainly a good one . 
The diversity of question responses indicated an 
interest in having answers made through a number of different 
methods (Table 3 ) , not just multiple choice or true and false . 
The problem with such diversity is that the graqing process 
may be lengthy . Since most of the classes at Donovan High 
School ,  do not exceed thirty-five students in any given year, 
this would not pose a major problem . 
In implementing this examination , a formal passing 
score would have to be decided. The students felt that a 
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passing score o f  sixty percent would be adequate based on 
the fact that the score of sixty percent i s  minimum pass ing 
in a l l  their high school course work. A score of fifty-nine 
percent could be appealed, but a score of fifty-eight percent 
would require remediation . This policy would be consistent 
with existing district grading pol icies . 
There are eight questions to consider prior to inst-
ituting a minimum competency program . 
" l .  Will the test actually test minimum competencie s ?  
2 .  What competencies should be tested? 
3 .  How should they be measured? 
4 .  When (year in schoo l )  should they be tested? 
5 .  How many minimums should be established? 
6 .  How high should the minimum level be? 
7 .  Are competency tests for the schools or the 
students? 
8 .  What should be done with the incompetent? 11 1 1 7  
Item number eight , indicates a problem i n  the evaluation 
proces s .  The district must have a feasible program for 
remediation ready to implement . 
The principal should consider four steps as any 
remedial program i s  developed.  
" 1 .  The administration should plan for remedial 
programs by fully utilizing the results of 
minimum competency , achievement , and ability 
tests . 
1 1 7  Cook , p .  4 8 . 
2 .  
3 .  
4 .  
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Organize remedial programs by consulting 
professional personne l ,  reinforcing the 
regular curriculum, develop a remedial lab­
oratory , and creating a workable program . 
Be aware of state funding for such a program . 
1 1 8  Monitor remedial processes . "  
According to the literature , minimum competency test­
ing will 'work i f  the fol lowing seven items are satisfied : 
" 1 .  The competenc ies must be conscientiously 
identi f ied . 
2 .  A relationship should exist between curriculum 
and test . 
3 .  The competency test should be criterion 
referenced rather than nationally normed . 
4 .  Students should be given multiple opportunities 
to take the tes t .  
5 .  There should be an adequate phase in time . 
6 .  The passing score should be sensibly set . 
7 .  Competency tests should be used to improve 
instruction . " 1 1 9  
Based on these seven items , this student developed competency 
test should work . Through normal follow-up evaluation s ,  item 
number one would be strengthened to a point of greater 
representation . 
In addition to using the student developed competency 
1 1 8  . k 2 9  Die ens ,  p .  . 
1 1 9  James Popham , "The Case For Minimum Competency 
Testing , "  Phi Delta Kappa n ,  October 1 9 8 1 ,  p .  9 0 .  
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test as an actual examination , i t  has even greater flexibility 
for indicating strengths and weaknesses in the curriculum. 
The next section will discuss the implications of this test 
for curriculum study . 
CURRICULUM CHANGE 
•iwe must look at curriculum, and look at what we are 
doing in schools and decide whether or not those things are 
in the service of our central mission . 11 1 2 0  Minimum competency 
programs are viewed by proponents as offering "definite 
curriculum improvements over more traditional school cbrric-
culum designs , in that minimum competency testing is viewed 
1 .  . 1 h d . .. 1 2 1  a s  a c inica approac to e ucation. 
The fol lowing words were written in the context of 
an article entitled, "Nation at Risk" taken from "A New 
Design for Public Education . "  "A school is a school , and a 
student is a student. What is alleged to be good for the 
college bound must be good for all , and that means more 
1 2 2  science , more math , more computer s ,  for everyone . "  
It may be interesting to note that in the selection of the 
major curricular areas , the students who created this test 
120Milteh Goldberg, "The Essential Points df a Na-Eion 
at Risk , "  Educational. Leadership, March 1 9 8 4 ,  p .  1 5 .  
1 2 1  James H .  Strenge , "Minimum Competency Testing Pros 
and Cons , "  Clearing House ,  January 1 9 8 4 , p .  2 1 7 .  
1 2 2Anne w .  Dodd , "A New Design For Public Education , "  
Phi Delta Kappan , June 1 9 8 4 , p .  6 8 5 .  
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had placed science as number six out of seven areas ranked in 
o�der of most important to lea�t important. It �s also int-
er:esting to note that there were no computer q�estions 
seiected for the tes t .  These considerations become notable 
when one understands tqat all of tne students in the group 
are expe�ienced in computers , have h�d four years of mathe� 
mat ic s ,  and �re planning on attending four year colleges . 
It appears as i f  they are taking advantage of many o� the 
upper level courses offered in the curriculum, but at the 
same time , they do not feel that knowledge in these areas is 
essential to basic learning. 
To Dewe y ,  the process of education "was a process 
of living rather than a preparation for future l iving; he 
felt that education was a high purpose in itself rather than 
serving as a mere instrument for preparing indiviquais for 
the existing social order . " 1 2 3  It is possible that this is 
the basis for curriculum selec tion by high achievers . It 
may be that curriculums should be adjusted in such a manner 
as to c learly distinguish this fact . 
If the major instructional objective of minimum 
competency i s  " s tudents ability to perform a particular 
activity , then the students must be assured that i f  they 
submit themselves to the educational strategie s ,  they will 
1 2 3Henry M .  Levin , "Educational Performance StandarQs : 
I�age or Substance , "  Journal Education Measurement (Winter 
1 9 7 8 ) :  3 0 9 .  
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. h . .. 1 2 4  acquire t e competencies . 
"Measurements are a waste if impl ;i,,cations of the data 
ar-e not drawn upon and acted on in modifying the basic 
. 1 .. 1 2 5  curricu µm. 
It is difficuit to assertain what are the correct 
competencies to teach . " I t  is estimateq that less than one­
fourth of all adult Americans maintain checking accounts . 11 1 2 6  
Does this mean that Americans don ' t  know how to operate a 
checking account or don ' t  want to nave one . The students 
who made the Donovan competency test ,  felt that it should 
be required knowledge (question: BllO ) .  
The contents of curriculum do not come from any 
single source , but rather several sources must be taken into 
ac<;::ount. "The mast widely accepted pos.1,tion identifies as 
the proper sourc� of the curriculum, the learner , the SOGiety , 
d h b .  11 1 2 7  an t e su Ject matter . 
It may be interesting to look at the 1 9 8 4  Gallup Pol l ,  
and see that the rating of most important curricular area to 
least important is : Math , English , History-Government , 
1 2 4  McKenna , p .  1 9 .  
1 2 5  h ' l  Jo n D .  McNei , 
(Boston: Little , Brown and 
1 2 6  McKenna , p .  1 9 .  
Curriculum: A Complete Introduction 
Co • , 1 9  7 7 ) p • 1 3  3 . 
1 2 7william Vantil , "What Should be the Content of 
Cur:ricul'Um? " The Educational Forum, March 1 9 8 0 ,  p .  3 7 6 . 
I •  
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Scienc e ,  and Business , for college bound students ; and 
Mathematics , Engiish , History-Government , Busine s s ,  and 
128 Scienc e ,  for non-college bound student s .  
These ratings compare favorably to those identified by the 
students that assisted in this project . Their ranking was :  
English , Mathematic s ,  Government-Economic s ,  Busines s ,  
History , and Science . Only Science scored lower with the 
students than it did in the poll with the adult response s .  
The Gallup Pol l ,  indicated that i n  communities o f  
less than 2 , 5 0 0  population , the sentiment o f  having a 
standard nationwide test for high school graduation is split . 
While Donovan ' s  test making group was heavily in favor of the 
concept , it should be remembered that this is a small sampl� 
ing of extreme upper level students ,  and not necessarily 
representative of other students in general . 
In using minimum competency examinations to aid the 
local curriculum, the principal should : 
11 1 .  Define the present problem to the teachers . 
2 .  Collect all ·relevant information about student 
performance and curriculum protocol . 
3 .  Dissiminate the information with opportunities 
for analysis and commentary from other persons . 
4 .  List all possible solutions to the issue . 
5 .  Analyze related strengths and weaknesses of the 
suggestion . 
1 2 8  . George H .  Gallup, "The 1 6 th Annual Gallup Poll of 
The Public ' s  Attitude Toward the Public Schools , "  Phi Delta 
Kappan , September 1 9 8 4 , p .  3 0 .  
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6 .  Identify potential problems . 
7 .  Develop alternative solution s .  
8 .  By consensus , select most appropriate 
suggestions . 
9 .  Implement various courses of action. 
1 0 .  Designate responsibility and clearly define 
procedures for evaluation . " 1 2 9  
In some instances ,  i n  which competency based 
curricula were developed , the content of the previously used 
curricula was merely reorganized and stated in behavioral 
. f t . 1 3 0  Wh h . . terms or in terms o compe encies . et er existing 
programs are simply rearranged or completely rebuilt, 
identified performance standards can be employed at two 
leve ls : 
" 1 .  They can be used to ascertain student 
proficiencies for the purpose of setting out 
programs of instruction at the classroom leve l .  
2 .  They can be used to determine whether students 
have minimal levels of competencies for obtain­
ing educational certificates such as high school 
diplomas . 11 1 3 1  
The student originated minimum competency test 
identifies a base from which attempts at improving the 
1 2 9  . k 2 9  Dic ens ,  p .  . 
1 3 0Max Brown and A ld w · 1 1 ·  " C  t rno 1 iams , on emporary 
Based Curricula : Another Perspective , "  The Educational Forum , 
January 1 9 8 0 , p .  2 3 0 . 
1 3 1  
. k .  6 4  Iwanic i ,  p .  . 
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educational system can be launched . It identifies curric­
ular areas that are of concern to the students as well as 
those that are o f lesser concern . It would be appropriate 
to include the same group of students in any type of 
curriculum study so that their views could be shared . 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY , CONCLQS!ON , RECOMMENDATIONS 
SUMMARY 
A review of the literature has indicated that 
because of declining scores on Scholastic Aptitude Tests , 
there developed a demand for minimum competency tests to 
guarantee that students would not graduate from high school 
with diploma s ,  yet having educations ranging from functional 
ill iterate through less than adequate . 
Although minimum competency tests are not new in 
either theory or practice, the wholesale implementation of 
them in the United States is . Practically all states have 
a minimum competency testing program , either at the state 
level or at one of the local levels . These programs have 
been suspect in many situations and have come under fire 
both from the legal conununity as well as the educational 
profession • 
. Legal l y ,  minimum competency testing programs qraw 
the most problems when they are used as a determinate as to 
high school graduation . 
Professionally they are under scrutiny simply because 
they are often mandated, bring about legal confrontation s ,  
and may lead to a greater federal intervention in local 
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curriculum development . 
Most favorable responses to minimum competency 
testing , are results of programs that use the testing 
process for curriculum development and change, rather than 
grade level placement or graduation requirements . Positive 
reactions also follow programs inwhich a strong remediation 
program has been developed and implemented. 
A student developed minimum competency test should 
not only represent what students consider to be important 
aspects of education and curriculum , but it should be a more 
acceptable testing form, since it was developed in part or 
in whole by students . 
A group of ten students developed the test included 
in this project.  It is not intended that this test be a fool 
proo f ,  valid and reliable , competency examiniation . Rathe r ,  
it is an indication of student intere s t ,  knowledge , an 
indicator of potential curriculum change , and a possible 
starting place for a locally developed minimum competency 
tes t .  
The results were interesting to this writer , and the 
· implications of its use in curriculum change or minimum 
competency test development , seem to demand additional study . 
Development of this test has indicated that students are able 
to assess their own programs , and learning experiences . It 
also demonstrates that they are able to respond with what 
they feel are the minimum amounts of knowledge necessary to 
6 3  
sucessfully enter the ''real world" or a t  least the world as 
they se e it . 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
It may be concluded that the development of a minimum 
competency test by students is feasibl e ,  and that such a test 
could assist local teachers and administrators in assessing 
the educational programs in their districts . 
It i s  suggested that the test which has been created 
as a result of this proj ect,  be administered to a class of 
twelfth grade students .  The results of the test would provide 
the feedback necessary for revision and improvement of the 
present model . It i s  not intended that it be used as a 
terminal judgement as to the success of either the student 
or the schoo l ,  in eithers applciation of the local education­
al program . 
It is also recommended that members of the student 
group that develops a local competency test , be selected to 
participate in the curriculum studies that may be initiated 
as a result of the deployment and evaluation of such tes t .  
This project may indicate a strong begining point 
from which other studies could be developed . Gaining know­
ledge and insight into student perceptions of curriculum, 
and minimum knowledge requirements , will allow districts to 
make better applications of their programs for the benefit 
of quality education . 
APPENDIX A 
PHASE 1 WORKSHEET 
. Your name : 
Indicate subject areas which you feel should be included 
in a " required" senior level competency tes t .  
1 .  
2 .  
3 .  
4 .  
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  
8 • 
9 .  
1 0 .  
Why these areas? 
Note : Although there are 
10 lines , you may indicate 
more or less than 1 0  choices . 
Please rank your choices in 
order of importance . The 
most important first . 
Give your opinion of minimum competency testing on the back 
of this sheet . 
Other comments? 
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APPENDIX B 
PHASE 2 WORKSHEET: PAGE 1 
Your name : 
Competency Examination : Curriculum Areas (Group decision) 
1 .  
2 .  
3 .  
4 .  
5 .  
6 .  
7 .  
8 .  
9 .  
1 0 .  
Item 1 .  ( l ist) 
Most 
Order of 
Importance 
Least 
Sub-Curricular Areas ( Individual decision) 
Item 2 .  ( l i s t )  
6 5  
Item 3 .  ( l i s t )  
Item 5 .  ( list ) 
Item 7 .  ( li s t )  
Item 9 .  ( li s t )  
APPENDIX B 
PHASE 2 WORKSHEET : PAGE 2 
Item 4 .  ( li s t )  
Item 6 .  ( l i s t )  
I tern 8 . ( 1 i s  t ) 
Item 1 0 .  ( l i s t )  
6 6  
APPENDIX C 
PHASE 3 WORKSHEET : TEST QUESTIONS 
Your name : 
Curricular Area 
Sub-Curricular Area 
Question : Answer : 
Question : Answe r :  
Question : Answer : 
Question : Answe r :  
Use additional sheets i f  necessary. 
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APPENDIX D 
DONOVAN HIGH SCHOOL 1 2 th GRADE 
MINIMUM COMPETENCY TEST 
English (Vocabulary-Context) 
1 .  Define DETRIMENTAL 
2 .  Define APPALLED 
3 .  Choose correct definition 
for the underlined word 
from its context : 
The church ' s  interior was 
extremely ORNAT E .  
4 .  The maze consists of an 
INTRICATE network of 
passageways . 
5 .  A car driven by a person 
who has been drinking often 
turns out to be a LETHAL 
weapon . 
Engl ish ( Spelling) 
6 .  Indicate correct spelling 
of PERCEIVE 
7 .  Indicate correct spelling 
of APPEALED.  
8 .  Indicate correct spelling 
of FOREIGN 
9 .  Indicate correct spelling 
of ACCOMPANY. 
Code : 
El /me/harmful 
E2/mc/dismayed 
E 3 /mc/decorated 
E4 /mc/complicated 
ES /me/deadly 
E6 /mc/perceive 
E7 /mc/appealed 
ES /me/foreign 
E9 /mc/accompany 
Code : E (English) 1 ( first question) me (multiple choice) 
followed by the answer . 
6 8  
1 0 .  Indicate correct spelling 
of RHYTHM. 
Engl ish (Grammer )  
1 1 .  Circle correct verb : 
The cells in your brain 
(need, needs ) oxygen . 
1 2 .  The color of the rainbow 
( i s , are)  beautiful to the 
beholder . 
1 3 .  Some of the apples (were , 
was )  eaten. 
1 4 . (Has , Have ) all of the 
students returned? 
1 5 .  A dog or a cat (is , are ) 
tearing up the paper . 
1 6 . My father and his friend 
(ha s , have) finished the 
plans for the house . 
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E l O /mc/rhythm 
Ell /me/need 
El2 /mc/are 
E 1 3 /mc/were 
El4 /mc /Have 
E l S /mc /is 
El6 /mc/have 
English ( Reading , Writing, Comprehension) 
Instructions : Read the article and respond to the questions . 
Anorexia Nervosa 
Anorexia Nervosa is a refusal to eat that can lead 
to extreme loss of weight ,  hormonal disturbances , and even 
death . It is primarily an illness of adolescent girls . 
Though i t  is generally treated as a disease in itsel f ,  
Anorexia Nervosa is of ten a symptom of a psychological 
problem closely associated with family background . Anorexic 
girls tend to come from families that frequently think and 
talk about the ''right" amounts or kinds of things to eat,  
and these girls may use their refusal to eat as a tool for 
manipulating their parents , whose increasing concern 
gradually truns each mealtime into a battle . 
The illness usually starts with normal dieting to loose 
weigh t ,  but the girl eats less and less every day . 
She gives false reasons for doing so , insisting, for example 
that her legs or arms are still too fat . The less she eats , 
the less she wants . Sometimes , however , she may go on binges 
in which she gobbles up quantities of a particular food and 
then vomits . To counter family pressure she may take food 
7 0  
and throw i t away , claiming she has eaten i t .  When her 
weight drops to about 12kg (about 26 lbs . )  below normal ,  she 
may stop having periods and her body may become more hairy . 
A girl who has anorexia nervosa is often abnormally 
energetic . She may cook large meals for others while starv­
ing herself , and she will insist that she feels fine . But, 
her skin may begin to look sal low and thin and she eventually 
will become very obviously i l l .  Whether or not she i s  
constipated, she may take large doses of a laxitive in the 
belief that by hurrying food through her system, she will 
keep from growing fat. In later stages of the illness she 
· may lapse into severe depressive states . 
Anorexia Nervosa fortunately is a rare diseas e .  It appears 
almost exclusively in adolescent girls . Many teenagers go 
through a temporary phase of excessive dieting, but only a 
minority develop Anorexia Nervo s a .  Of those that do , up to 
1 5  percent die of starvation or from secondary infections 
caused by undernourishment, dehydration caused by excessive 
use of laxitives or suicide because of depression . 
I f your adolescent daughter has an unrealistic image of her­
self as being too fat and seems to be dieting excessively, 
see your physician without delay . Treatment of Anorexia 
Nervosa becomes increasingly difficult as the condition 
progres ses . After examining the gir l ,  the physician may 
decide that she i s  not actually i l l , and may simply give yo� 
and her some advice on how to avoid problems with excess ive 
weight l os s .  I f  her condition i s  diagnosed as Anorexia 
Nervosa , the doctor will probably arrange for immediate 
hospital ization. ( Source and author unknown) 
1 7 . 
1 8 . 
1 9 .  
2 0 .  
2 1 .  
2 2 .  
What is Anorexia Nervosa? 
Anorexia Nervosa is always 
a result of a mental 
problem? 
As the condition progresses 
treatment of Anorexia 
Nervosa becomes : 
A victim of Anorexia 
Nervosa looses all energy . 
Who can this disease strike? 
Write a short paragraph 
essay on the effects of 
Anorexia Nervosa. 
E l 7 /essay/varies 
E l 8 / t f  /F 
El9 /mc/ increasingly 
difficult 
E 2 0 /tf /F 
E 2 1 /mc/both boys and girls 
E22/essay/varies 
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Mathematics (Addition) 
2 3 .  Add : 6 5 , 4 9 9  
+5 , 8 8 8  
2 4 . Add : 
2 7 , 9 34 + 1 0  + 3 , 4 9 9 , 8 1 7 =  
2 5 .  Add : 5 6 , 0 9 4 , 8 9 9  
1 9 , 99 0 , 1 3 7  
5 5 , 5 5 5  
3 7 1, 4 2 6  
2 6 .  Add : 2 5 , 6 0 9  
+12,487 
2 7 .  In a school o f  4 , 6 3 1  there 
are 4 different clubs . In 
the Math Club and Media 
Club, there are 1 , 6 1 9  and 
7 8 4  members . In the Athletic 
Club there are 5 7 8  members 
and the FHA Club has 2 , 3 1 2 .  
How many students are in 
M2 3 /math/7 1 , 3 8 7  
M2 4 /rnath / 3 , 52 7 , 7 6 1  
M2 5/math / 7 6 , 5 1 2 , 0 1 7  
M2 6 /math / 3 8 , 0 96 
clubs at this school? M2 7 / math/ 4 , 2 9 3  
Mathematics ( Subtraction) 
2 8 . 6 1 , 8 2 2  
-5 , 7 1 5  
2 9 .  3 8 4 , 0 8 7  
- 9 5 , 9 9 8  
3 0 .  2 5 , 9 0 0  - 7 , 8 5 3= 
3 1 . 1 6 , 0 0 0  
- 2 , 9 9 9  
3 2 .  I f  a basketbal l  team 
scores 6 0  points in a game 
and 4 8  were from field 
goal s ,  how many f reethrows 
were made? 
M2 8 /rnath/ 56 , 1 0 7  
M2 9 /math/2 8 8 , 0 8 9  
M30 /math / 1 8 , 0 4 7  
M31 /math/ 1 3 , 0 0 1  
M 3 2 /math / 1 2  
Mathematics (Multiplication) 
3 3 .  5 4  x 2 x 8 6 =  
3 4 .  ( 9 + 5 )  ( 8 6+22 ) =  
35 . 2 5 6  
x 4 8 0  
3 6 .  3 ( 4 5- 8 ) =  
. 3 7 . 9 ( 5 • 2 0 )  + 4 ( 6 4 - 3 9 ) =  
Mathematics (Division) 
3 8 .  3 4  I 2 7 8 8  
3 9 .  1 1 , 7 0 0  T 4 6 8 =  
4 0 .  8 6 7  T ( 1 0-7 ) =  
4 1 .  2 5  I 6 8 , 5 2 6  
4 2 .  9 8  I 2 5  
Mathematics (Decima l s )  
4 3 .  Henry had $ 1 0 . 0 0 to buy a 
loaf of bread and gallon 
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o f  milk . Milk was on sale 
for 1 . 2 9 and bread was 8 9 ¢ .  
What change did he receive? 
4 4 .  Jan had saved $ 36 0 . 0 0 for 
a new stereo system. The 
stereo cost $ 4 6 8 . 9 9 .  How 
much more does she have to 
save? 
Mathematics ( Story Problems ) 
4 5 .  Stacie bought 1 0  candy 
bars at 4 5 ¢  each and 4 
cans of pop at 5 0 ¢  each . 
How much did she have to 
pay? 
M 3 3 /math/ 9 , 2 8 8  
M34 /math/ l , 5 1 2  
M35 /math/ 1 2 2 , 8 8 0  
M 3 6 /math/lll 
M37 /math/ 1 , 0 0 0  
M38 /math / 2 5  
M39 /math /25 
M40 /math / 2 8 9  
M 4 1 /math / 2 7 4 1 . 04 
M42 /math/ . 2 5 5 1 0 2  
M4 3 /math / $ 7 . 8 2 
M44 /math / $ 1 0 8 . 9 9 
M4 5 /math / $ 6 . 5 0 
4 6 .  The volleyball team has 
played 1 8  game s .  1 / 3  of 
7 3  
the games were home . They 
won 1 / 2  of their away games . 
How many away games did 
they loose? M46 /math / 6  
4 7 .  John and William live 3 
miles from schoo l .  I f  their 
car gets 2 1  miles per gallon , 
how much did it cost to go 
to and from school in one 
week ? 
Mathematics (Fractions ) 
4 8 .  2 + 6 + 1 2  
3 8 3 = 
4 9 .  1 6  8 
5 - 2 = 
5 0 .  4 1 2  
9 . = 3 
5 1 . 8 . 24  
9 T 3 = 
Mathematics (Percentages) 
Change the 
a percent : 
5 2 .  9 6 3 5  
following 
5 3 .  5 7 %  of 9 6 0= 
number 
5 4 .  In a class of 6 , 5 0 0 , 
to 
2 8 %  of the students have 
an average higher than a 
B .  How many student ' s  
averages are lower than 
a B?  In percentage . 
5 5 .  8 7 %  of 3 6 5 4 �  
M47 /math / $ 1 . 7 0  
M4 8 /math / 8 5 / 1 2  
M4 9 /math / - 4 / 5  
MSO /math / 1 6 / 9  
MS l /math / 1 / 9  
M52 /math/ 96 . 3 5 %  
M5 3 /math/ 5 4 7 . 2 0 
M54 /math / 7 2 %  o f  the class 
M55 /math/ 3 1 7 8 . 9 8 
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5 6 .  In a class of 4 0 0 ,  2 6 8  are 
girls . 2 7 %  of the boys are 
in basketbal l .  How many 
boys are in basketbal l ?  
Mathematics (Decima l s )  
5 7 . 1 . 8 5 + 2 5 . 8 0  + 2 6 . 0 4 3= 
5 8 .  7 . 8 5 
x2 . 6  
5 9 .  . 5  I 9 3 . 6 0  
Economics-Government ( Inflation) 
6 0 .  
6 1 .  
6 2 .  
6 3 .  
6 4 .  
What is inflation? 
What is a recession? 
What does C . P . I .  stand for 
what does it mean? 
I f  a product cost $ 4 0 . 0 0 
i n  1 9 8 3  and there was 1 0 %  
inflation , what would the 
current cost be ? 
Inflation increases the 
money available for saving s ?  
Economics-Government ( Elections) 
6 5 .  In a presidential election­
i f  two candidates have the 
exact same number of popular 
votes , who becomes the 
President? 
6 6 .  I f  a person does not vote , 
the police will find them 
and put them in j ail . 
M5 6 /math / 3 6  
M5 7 /rnath/ 5 3 . 6 9 3  
M5 8 /rnath / 1 8 7 . 2  
M59 /math/ 1 8 7 . 2  
M60/sa/ increase in price 
without increase in 
value 
M 6 1 / sa/period of declining 
business activity 
M6 2 / sa/Consurner Price Index 
measures average 
change in consumer 
prices . 
M 6 3 / s a / $ 4 4 . 0 0 
M64 /tf /F 
M 6 5 / sa/candidate with the 
most electorial 
vote s .  
E66 /tf/F 
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67 . The number of representatives 
a state has in the House of 
Representatives depends on? E 6 7 / sa/population of state 
6 8 .  A Supreme Court Justice is 
elected by the people .  E6B /tf/F 
6 9 .  How many years can a person 
serve as the President? E69 /mc / j ust under 1 2  
Economics-Government (Constitution-Laws) 
7 0 .  What i s  the first part of 
the Constitution known as? 
7 1 .  The 1 9th Amendment gave 
women the right to vote ? 
7 2 .  According to the Constit­
ution , how old must a 
person be to run for 
President? 
7 3 .  The first state to ratify 
the Constitution was? 
74 . After an amendment is 
proposed by 2 / 3  of each 
house of Congres s ,  what 
fraction of states must 
ratify it for it to be 
added to the Constitution? 
E70 /mc/Preamble 
E 7 1 /tf / T  
E72 /mc / 3 5  
E 7 3 / sa/Delaware 
E7 4 / s a / 3 / 4  or 7 5 %  
Economics-Government (Citi zen ' s  Rights) 
7 5 .  Some jobs are open .to only 
citizens of the United 
States . 
7 6 .  Only citizens of the 
United States are protected 
by the Constitution . 
7 7 .  The right to "keep and bear 
arms " is an absolute 
privilege granted under the 
Bill of Rights . 
E 7 5 / tf /T 
E 7 6 / tf /F 
E77 /tf/F 
7 6  
7 8 .  Statements printed in a 
newspaper that maliciously 
injure someone ' s  good name , 
may be cause for a law suit 
under the laws against? E 7 8 /sa/s lander / l ibel 
7 9 .  I f one or both of a person ' s  
parents have American citizen­
ship, is  this person auto-
matically a citizen at birth? E 7 9 / sa/yes 
' Economics -Government (Voting ) 
8 0 .  The minimum voting age is 
l B and 7 5 .  E B O / t f / F  
8 1 .  What day i s  Election Day? E8 1 /mc/lst Tues . in Nov. 
8 2 .  What i s  a vote on a specific 
i s sue called? EB 2 /mc/referendum 
8 3 .  I f  you want to vote for 
everyone in a certain 
political party , you can 
do so by punching how many 
punches ?  E8 3 /rnc / 1  
8 4 .  What i s  the minimum voting 
age in Il linois? E 8 4 /mc / 1 8  
Economics-Government ( Supply and Demand) 
8 5 .  I f  the demand for a good 
exceeds its supply , what 
happens to the price of 
that good? 
8 6 . The supply of a product has 
nothing to do with the 
price . 
8 7 .  It is possible to satisfy 
a l l  human wants . 
8 8 .  Economics i s  the study o f ?  
E85 /mc/price will go up 
EB6 /tf /F 
E 8 7 /tf/F 
E B B /me/how l imited goods , 
services and prop­
erty, are made 
available for human 
wants . 
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8 9 .  I f  a large number of people 
are unemployed, prices are 
likely to rise . E89 /tf /F 
Economics-Government (Workings of Government )  
9 0 .  To work for the government , 
which employment test must 
you take? 
9 1 .  The President has the right 
to void a bill he doesn ' t  
like . 
92 . Which of the fol lowing is 
the legislative branch of 
our government? 
9 3 .  The Congres s  has the power 
to tax. 
9 4 .  Government policies are 
law and they never change . 
Business (Applications) 
9 5 .  When filling out an app­
lication, you should always 
include your correct social 
security number .  
9 6 . When filling out an applic­
ation, never give incorrect 
information. 
9 7 .  You should put down . a 
reference without asking 
them firs t .  
9 8 .  A person can apply for more 
than one job at the same 
time . 
9 9 .  I f  you do not hear from a 
business after one week, 
a ssume you did not get 
the job. 
E 9 0 /mc/civil service exam 
E 9 1 /tf /T 
E92 /mc/Congress 
E 9 3 /tf /T 
E94 /tf /F 
B95/tf /T 
B9 6 / tf /T 
B97/tf/F 
B98 /tf/T 
B99/tf/F 
Business (Typing ) 
1 0 0 .  The keys are arranged in 
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alphabetical order . B l O O /t f /F 
1 0 1 .  What key i s  depressed to 
begin a new line? B l O l /mc/return 
1 0 2 . When the bell sounds at 
the end of the line , it 
means it is time to return. B 1 0 2 /tf /T 
1 0 3 . When typing , you should 
always look at your hand 
not the copy. B l 0 3 /tf/F 
10 4 .  An electric typewriter 
cannot be ? B 1 0 4 / mc /manual 
Busines s (Loans and Credit) 
1 0 5 . A person seeking a loan 
should go to? 
1 0 6 . Consideration for a loan 
depends on your assets 
and credit rating . 
1 0 7 . A person taking out a loan 
needs collateral to back 
it up . 
1 0 8 . In order to get a credit 
card, a person must have 
at least two forms of 
identification. 
1 0 9 . Anyone can take out a 
loan even if they do not 
have the proper credit . 
Business (Checking ) 
1 1 0 .  You owe $ 1 2 5 . 50 for rent 
expenses for July . The 
name of your landlord is 
Jane Silvers . Fill out 
the check correctly . Pay­
ment is due the first of 
every month . 
B105 /mc/bank 
B l 0 6 /tf /T 
8 1 0 7 /tf/F 
B l 0 8 /tf /T 
B l 0 9 /tf /F 
B l l O / sa /check 
j 
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1 1 0 .  
Your name 
your address 
Pay to 
the order of 
Memo 
Acct . 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  Member : 
Busine s s  {Making Change)  
1 1 1 .  How many nickels in $ 1 . 3 5 
1 1 2 .  How many pennies in $ 1 0 . 0 0 
1 1 3 . I f  you buy a pen for 7 9 ¢  
and you have a $ 1 . 0 0 bill , 
how much change will you 
receive? 
1 1 4 . How much money do you have 
i f  you have 6 quarters , 3 
1 9  
$ 
Dollars . 
Super Club 
B l l l /mc / 2 7  
B l l 2 /mc / l , O O O  
B 1 1 3 /mc / 2 1 ¢  
nicke l s ,  7 dimes , 9 pennies ? B l 1 4 / mc / $ 2 . 4 4 
1 1 5 .  An item costs $ 1 . 6 2  and 
you get back 3 8 ¢ ,  how much 
did you give? 
Business {Taxe s )  
1 1 6 . Every working person i s  
required to have a social 
security tax taken from 
their paycheck . 
1 1 7 .  An excise tax is placed 
on all goods purchased 
by consumers . 
1 1 8 .  A student who is making 
less than $ 3 , 3 0 0 . 0 0 yearl y ,  
doesn ' t  need to file an 
Income Tax Return . 
B l l S /mc / $ 2 . 0 0 
Bll6/tf /T 
Bll7/tf/T 
B l l 8 /tf /F 
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1 1 9 .  A person making less than 
$ 3 , 30 0 . 0 0 yearly, can file 
exempt for the year and 
get a refund at the end 
of the year . 
1 2 0 . A person ' s  income taxes 
are not based on their 
family income . 
Business (Budgeting ) 
1 2 1 .  I f  you make $ 4 0 0 . 0 0 a 
month and spend $ 1 2 5 . 0 0 
for rent and $ 6 8 . 00 for 
car repairs , how much is 
left for other expenses? 
1 2 2 . You want to purchase an 
album that costs $ 9 . 2 6 
and you have $4 . 35 ,  how 
much do you need to save? 
1 2 3 .  You have 3 apples and 
there are 9 people ,  how 
would you divide them 
equal ly? 
1 2 4 . I f  you have $7 . 0 0 and 
candy bars are 3 5 ¢  each, 
how many can you buy? 
1 2 5 . I f  you have $ 3 . 6 0 and 
bubble gum i s  3 0 ¢  per 
pack , how many can you 
buy? 
History (Founding of America) 
1 2 6 . What year did Christopher 
Columbus discover America? 
1 2 7 . What is the name of  the 
people who came over in 
the Mayflower?  
1 2 8 . Where did the Mayflower 
voyagers land? 
B l 1 9 /tf /T 
Bl20/tf /F 
B 1 2 1 /mc / $ 2 0 7 . 00 
B 1 2 2 /mc / $ 4 . 9 1  
B1 2 3 /mc/ into thirds 
B l 2 4 /mc / 2 0  
B 1 2 5 /mc / 1 2  
B 1 2 6 /mc / 1 4 9 2  
B 1 2 7 /mc/Pilgrims 
Bl28 /mc/Plymouth Rock , 
Mas s .  
1 2 9 . 
1 3 0 .  
1 3 1 .  
1 3 2 .  
1 3 3 .  
1 3 4 . 
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Name 7 of the original 1 3  
colonies . 
Where was the Declaration 
of Independence signed and 
who wrote it? 
Name the first three 
Presidents of the United 
States in correct order. 
Name the two men who 
explored the Louisiana 
Purchase . 
What early form o f  govern­
ment attempted by the United 
States and failed? 
The shift to factories and 
machines was known as the? 
1 3 5 .  What program helped restore 
the South after the Civil 
War? 
B l 2 9 /sa/ list 
B l 3 0 / sa/Philadelphia , Pa . 
Thomas Jefferson 
B 1 3 1 / s a / G . Washington, J .  
Adams , T .  Jefferson 
B l 3 2 / s a /Meriwether Lewis 
Will iam Clark 
B l 3 3 /mc/confederation 
B l 3 4 /rnc/industrial 
revolution 
B l 3 5 / mc / Reconstruction 
History (Warfare and Other Major Events) 
1 3 6 .  What country helped the 
colonies with their fight 
against England in the 
Revolutionary War? · 
1 3 7 . There was a President for 
the Union and the Conf ed­
eracy during the Civil 
War , who were they? 
1 3 8 .  Who were the military com­
manders for the North and 
the South during the Civil 
War? 
H 1 3 6 /mc/France 
H 1 3 7 /mc /A . Lincoln, J . Davis 
H l 3 8 /mc / S . Grant , R . E .  Lee 
1 3 9 .  What were the years of 
World War I ?  
1 4 0 . What was the date of the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor? 
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1 4 1 .  Name the leaders o f  the 
United States , England , 
and Germany , during World 
War II . 
1 4 2 .  What side did the United 
States aid during the 
Korean Conflict? 
1 4 3 .  What political force 
occupied North Vietnam 
during the Vietnam War? 
* 1 4 4 .  Name the first American 
who stepped on the moon? 
a .  George Jetson 
b .  Neil Armstrong 
c .  John Glen 
d .  William Shatner 
History ( State Landmarks )  
1 4 5 .  Where is Abraham Lincoln 
buried? 
1 4 6 . Where is the Liberty Bell 
located? 
1 4 7 . In which city is the 
Statue of Liberty located 
and what country gave her 
to u s ?  
1 4 8 . In what state did Abraham 
Lincoln give his Gettysberg 
H l 3 9 /mc / 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8  
H l 4 0 /mc/Dec . 7 ,  1 9 4 1  
H 1 4 1 / s a /F . D . Roosevelt , W .  
Churchil l ,  A . Hitler 
H 1 4 2 /mc/ South Korea 
H l 4 3 /mc/cornmunists 
H l 4 4 /mc/Neil Armstrong 
H 1 4 5 /mc/ Springfie l d ,  I l l .  
H l 4 6 /mc/Philadelphia , Pa.  
H 1 4 7 / sa/New York City, N . Y .  
France 
Addres s ?  H 1 4 8 /mc/Pennsylvania 
* Question contains student selected answer choices . 
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1 4 9 .  What faces are carved into 
Mount Rushmore and what 
state i s  this monument in? 
History ( U . S . S . R . Relations ) 
1 5 0 .  The United States and 
England met with Russia on 
two occasions during and 
after World War I I .  
Where were the two places 
they met? 
1 5 1 .  What term is used to des­
cribe the relationship 
between the U . S . S . R .  and 
the U . S . A .  after World 
War I I ?  
1 5 2 . What caused the invasion 
of the Bay of Pigs?  
1 5 3 . President Nixon and Soviet 
leader Leonid Brezhnev 
signed two documents that 
were intended to limit 
nuclear armaments . What 
were the negations that 
led to these called? 
1 5 4 . The Soviet invasion of 
what country led to the 
embargo of grain and 
electronic equipmen t ,  and 
the boycott of the 1 9 8 0 ,  
summer Olympics by the 
United State s ?  
Science ( Basic Health) 
1 5 5 . What i s  your normal body 
temperature? 
T .  Roosevelt 
A .  Lincoln 
H l 4 9 /sa/G.  Washington 
T .  Jefferson 
s. Dakota 
H 1 5 0 / sa/Yalta and Potsdam 
H l S l /mc/cold war 
H l 5 2 / s a /Arnericans spotted 
Soviet ships with 
missiles going in­
to Cuba . 
H l 5 3 / s a / Strategic Arms 
Limitations Talks 
Hl54 /sa /Afghanistan 
S 1 5 5 /mc / 9 8 . 6 ° F .  
8 4  
1 5 6 . The skin acts as a barrier 
against germs and also 
controls body temperature . 
157 . You should have a physical 
every? 
1 5 8 .  The heat energy in our 
bodies i s  measured by? 
1 5 9 . Cocaine, L . 5 . D . , and 
alcohol are all addictive 
drug s .  
Science (Weather and Environment) 
1 6 0 . Earthquakes only happen 
on the west coas t .  
1 6 1 .  Warm air rises . 
1 6 2 . Altitude affects the 
temperature . 
1 6 3 .  Less than 1 / 5  of the 
earth ' s  surface i s  water . 
1 6 4 . Rain and snow are both 
forms of precipitation . 
Science ( Human Anatomy ) 
1 6 5 . The body organ that pumps 
5 1 5 6 /tf /T 
5 1 5 7 /mc/year 
5 1 5 8 /mc/calories 
Sl59 /tf /T 
S 1 6 0 /tf /F 
5 1 6 1 /tf /T 
S 1 6 2 /tf /T 
5 1 6 3 /tf / F  
5 1 6 4 /tf / T  
blood i s  the? 5 1 6 5 /mc/heart 
1 6 6 . As you inhale , ai� is taken 
into your body causing 
your to expand . Sl66 /mc/lungs 
1 6 7 . The large intestine connects 
the liver to the spleen. S l 6 7 /tf/F 
1 6 8 . The average human i s  born 
with two kidneys . S l 6 8 /tf/T 
1 6 9 . A person would die without 
his or her appendix. 5 1 6 9 /tf/F 
Science (Basic Chemistry) 
Matching : 1 7 0 - 1 7 4  
1 7 0 .  ca�bon monoxide 
1 7 1 .  bleach 
1 7 2 .  sodium 
1 7 3 .  hydrogen peroxide 
1 7 4 .  sucrose 
Geography (Geographic Areas ) 
1 7 5 .  Name two of the states 
8 5  
in which the Rocky Mountains 
are located . 
1 7 6 .  
1 7 7 . 
1 7 8 .  
1 7 9 .  
What ocean lies to the 
east of North America? 
What ocean lies to the 
west of North America? 
On which continent are 
the Andes Mountains 
located? 
On which continent is 
the Sahara Desert located? 
Geography (Map Reading ) 
1 8 0 .  Label the directions of 
the compass . 
5 1 7 0 /m/deadly gas emitted 
from exhaust of 
autos 
5 1 7 1 /m/cleaning agent 
containing chlorine 
5 1 7 2 /m/salt ingredient 
5 1 7 3 /m/used to clean open 
sores and scratches 
S 1 7 4 /m/sugar ingredient 
Montana , Washington 
Colorado , Wyoming 
G l 7 5 / s a /N . Mexico, Utah 
Idaho 
G 1 7 6 /mc/Atlantic 
G l 7 7 ,mc/Pacific 
G l 7 8 /mc/ South America 
Gl 7 9 /mc/Africa 
G l 8 0 /sa/ N 
W E 
x s 
x x 
x 
1 8 1 .  What would this symbol 
stand for on a road map? 
1 8 2 .  What would this symbol 
stand for on a road map? 
1 8 3 .  What i s  the fol lowing 
used for on a map? 
8 6  
G l 8 1 /mc / Interstate Highway 
Gl82 /mc / s tate capital 
0 1 0 0  2 0 0  3 0 0  4 0 0  MI 
G l 8 3 /mc/to determine 
number of miles 
between two points 
I I I I I I ' I I I I I I I ' I I 
0 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
1 0 0  2 0 0  3 0 0  4 0 0  KM 
1 8 4 .  What natural bodies do the 
shaded areas on this map 
represent? 
1 
1 8 5 .  Name this state and its 
capital . ~ 
1 8 6 .  Name this state and its 
capital . 
Gl84 /cm/Great Lakes 
G l 8 5 / s a / I llinois ,  
Springfield 
Gl86 /sa/Texas , Austin 
1 8 7 .  Name this state and its 
capital . 
1 8 8 . Name this state and its 
capital . 
1 8 9 .  Name this state and its 
capita l .  
D 
Geography ( Continents ) 
1 9 0 . Name five of the seven 
1 9 1 .  continents . 
19 2 . 
1 9 3 . 
1 9 4 .  
8 7  
G l 8 7 /sa/California , 
Sacramento 
G l 8 8 / sa/Florida , 
Tallahasse 
G l 8 9 / s a / Indiana , 
Indianapolis 
G l 9 0 / sa/North America 
G l 9 l/ 3a/South America 
G l 9 2 / sa/Africa 
G l 9 3 /sa / Europe 
G l 9 4 /sa/Antartica , Asia 
Australia 
Geography (Location of Foreign Countrie s )  
1 9 5 . What channel separates 
Great Britain and France? Gl95 /mc/English Channel 
1 9 6 . I s  Romania located in 
Eastern or Western Europe ? Gl96 /mc/Eastern 
1 9 7 . What common shape does Italy 
look like? Gl97 /mc/a boot 
8 8  
1 9 8 . What is the largest country 
in Asia? 
1 9 9 . What nation is on the 
southern border of the 
United State s ?  
G l 9 8 /mc/Russia 
Gl99 /mc/Mexico 
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